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ARTICLE L 


DrAsaac Watts has published a Supplement 
to bis excellent Treatife of Locic: Contain- 
ing a Variety of Remarks and Rules for the 
Attainment and Communication of ufeful 
Knowledge; in Religion, in the Sciences, and 
in common Life, It 1s an Octavo of 365 

— 


Sd on his own Studies, and on the 

weeny Temper and Sentiments, the Humour 

wa SANE and Conduct of other Men in their 

Parfait of, Learning, or in the Affairs of Life; 

and it has been confiderably affifted, he fays, by 

occafional Colleétions in the Courfe of his Read- 

ing, from many Authors, and on different Sub- 
jects, 

B The 









; 
| 


ee ee. Se 
* * “re 








ae * , mS ” rm . \ e 
a , 


2 The Works of the LEARNED. Art. 1. 


The Work was compofed at different Times and 
by flow Degrees. Now and then indeed, (to ufe 
the Doétors own Language) it fpread itfelf into 
Branches and Leaves likea Plant in 4pril, and ad- 
vanced feven or eight Pages in a Week ; and fome- 
times it lay by without Growth, like a Vegitable in 
the Winter, and did not increafe half fo much in 
the Revolution of a Year. 

As thefe Thoughts occurred to him in Reading 
or Meditation, or in his Notices of the various 
Appearances of Things among Mankind, they 
were thrown uncer thofe Heads which make the 
prefent Titles of the Chapters, and were by Degrees 
reduced to fomething like a ‘Method, fuch as the 
Subje€t would admit. 

Thefe Chapters are in Number twenty-one ; 
which are preceded by a brief Introduction, fetting 
forth the Obligation all People are under of im- 
proving their Underftandings. The firft Chapter 
contains fixteen general Rules tor the Imprevement 
of Knowledge. The fecond propofes and infifts 
upon five eminent Means or Methods of improv- 
ing the Mind in the Knowledge of Things; viz. 
Obfervation, Reading, Infiruttion by Leétures, Con- 
verfation, and Meditation. The twelve following 
Chapters do all relate to the Subjeéts of the fecond ; 
largely expatiating on each of them. The Article 
of Reading hastwo of thefe Chapters employed on 
its fhewing the moft profitable Way of perufing 
Authors, and of forming a Judgment concerning 
them. Another of thefe Chapters is upon the beft 
manner of learning Languages. Another com- 
prifes Directions for finding the Senfe and Meaning 
of any Writer or Speaker, and efpecially the Senfe 
of the facred Writings. There is likewife a Chap- 
ter fhewing how Difputes concerning the Points of 
Literature ought to be conducted. There are three 
other on different Forms of Difputation: The So- 

cratical, 
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Art. 1. For JULY, 1741. 3 


cratical, the Forenfic, and the Academic. In the 
fifteenth Chapter we have feveral Helps recommen- 
ded for fixing the Attention in Study. The nexe 
Chapter gives Inftructions for enlarging the Capaci- 
ty of the Mind. The feventeenth affords us fome 
Affiftances for ftrengthning the Memory. The 
eighteenth points out the beft Method of bringing 
Queftions to a Determination. The nineteenth 
Chapter is about inveftigating Caufes by their Ef- 


- feéts, and Effects by their Caufes. The laft fets 


forth the Ufefulnefs of the Sciences in particular 
Profeffions, and informs us how we may moft ef- 
fectually arrive ata Proficiency in them. 

There are few of thefe Chapters in which a 
Reader may not find feveral Things worthy of his 
Attention; tho’ fome of them are on Subjects of 
more general Ufe, and of greater Confequence than 
others. The firft Chapter concerns all Mankind, 
there not being one rational Creature, whofe Duty, 
or whofe Intereft, it isnot, to improve his intellec- 
tual Faculties, and enlarge the Bounds of his Know- 
ledge. To promote this good Purpofe, our Author 
has turnifhed us with a Variety of Inftructions. 

In the fir# place, he advifes us to poffefs our 
Minds deeply with the va/t Importance of a good 
Fudgment, and the ineftimable Advantage of right 
Reafoning. Secondly, Weare toconfider the Weak- 
neffes, Frailties and Miftakes of human Nature in 
general, which arife from the very Contftitution of 
a Soul united to an animal Body, and fubjecéted to 
many Inconveniences thereby. Thirdly, We fhould 
contrive and practife fome proper Methods to ac 
quaint ourfelves with our own Ignorance, that we 
may be incited with Labour and Aétivity to purfue 
after greater Meafures of Knowledge. To this 
End we may now and then take a Survey of the 
vaft and unlimited Regions of Learning, run sys 
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the Names of all the Sciences, with their numerous 
Branchings ; and then reflect how few of them we 
are acquainted with in any tolerable Degree. We 
fhould think what a vaft Diverfity of Queftions 
there are belonging even to that particular Science, 
in which we have made the greateft Progrefs, and 
how few of them there are in which we have arrived 
at an undoubted Certainty. We fhould {pend a few 
Thoughts on the puzzling Inquiries concerning 
Space and Atoms, the Doétrine of Infinites, Indi- 
vifibles and Incommenturables in Geometry, where- 
in there appear fome infolvable Difficulties, Here- 

by we fhal] find the Vanity of fancying we know alk 
things, and fhall learn to think modeftly of our 

prefent Attainments, when every Dutt of the Earth, 
and every Inch of empty Space furmounts our Un- 

derftandings, and triumphs over our Prefumption. 

We fhould read the Accounts of thofe immenfe 

Treafures of Knowledge which fome of the Dead 

have poffeffed, and fome of the Living do poffefs. 

We fhould acquaint ourfelves with fome Perfons of 

creat Learning, that by Converfe among them, we 

may acquire a mean Opinion of our own Attain- 

ments, and be animated fo equal them as far as pof- 

fible, or even to excell. Fourthly, We muft be 

careful not to prefume too much upon a bright Ge- 

nius, a ready Wit, and good Parts; for all this 

without Labour and Study will never make a Man 

of Knowledge and Wifdom. Fifthly, As we are 

not to fancy ourfelves learned Men, becaufe we 

may be bleffed with a ready Wit, fo neither muft 

we imagine, that large and laborious Reading, and 

aftrong Memory, can denominate us truly wife. 

ss ?Tis Meditation and ftudious Thought, ’tis the 

«« Exercife of our own Reafon and Judgment up- 
€< on all we read, that gives a good Senfe even to 
s« the beft. Genius, and affords our Underftanding 
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Art, 1. For JULY, 1741. 5 


«¢ the trueft Improvement.” Sixthly, + We muft 
not always hover on the Surface of Things, nor 
take up fuddenly with mere Appearances, but pene- 
trate intathe Depth of Matters, fo far as our Cir- 
cumftances allow, efpecially in thofe Things which 
relate to our Profeffion. Seventhly, Once a Day it 
would be well to call ourlelves to an Account, 
What new Ideas, what new Proposition or Truth 
we have gained, what further Confirmation of known 
Truths, and what Advances we have made in any 
Part of Knowledge. Eizhthly, We mutt conftant- 
ly watch againft a dogmatical Spirit. We are not 
to fix our Affent to any Propofition, till we have ar- 
rived at fome clear and fure Evidence; till we have 
turned it_on all Sides, and fearched the Matter 
through and through, fo that we cannot be mifta- 
ken, And even where we think we have full Af- 
furance, we fhould beware of too early or too fre- 
quently expreffing thisAffurance, in too peremptory 
and pofitive a Manner ; remembering that human 
Nature is always liable to miftake in this corrupt 
and feeble State. Ninthiy, Tho’ Caution and flow 
Affent will guard us againft frequent Miftakes and 
Retractations, yet we fhould get Humility and Cou- 
rage enough ¢o retrait any Miftake, and confe/s an 
Error. Tenthly, If we would raife our Judgment 
above the Vulgar, and learn to pafs a juft Sentence 
on Perfons and Things, we muft take heed of a 
fanciful Temper of Mind, and a humorous Con- 
duct in our Affairs, Fancy and Humour early and 
conftantly indulged, may expect an old Age over- 
run with Follies, 

There are four Injunctions in the latter Part of 
this Chapter, which I will but juft mention, For 


+ This is the eighth of our Author's Rules; but I have omit- 
ted mentioning two, intervening betwecn this and the foiego- 
iAg. 

2 Inftances 
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6 The Works of the LEARNED. Art.1. 


Inftance, our Author bids us have a care of trifling 


with Things important and momentous, or of 


fporting with Things awful and facred. Again, 
he charges us to maintain a virtuous afid pious 
Frame of Spirit; becaufe an Indulgence of vicious 
Inclinations debafes the Underftanding, and perverts 


the Judgment. In the next Place, he enjoins us to- 


watch againft the Pride of our own Reafon, with 
the Neglect of Divine Aid and Blefling; and, fi- 
nally, to offer up our daily Requefts to God, the 
Father of Lights, that he would blefs all our At- 
tempts and Labours in Reading, Study, and Con- 
verfation. 

In the fecond Chapter, where our Author confi- 
ders and compares the five Methods which he re- 
commends for improving the Underftanding, he 
fays in Behalf of Reading, that 1/7, We thereby 
acquaint ourfelves, ina very extenfive Manner, with 
the Affairs, Actions, and Thoughts of the Living 
and the Dead, in the moft remote Nations, and in 
the moft diftant Ages; and that with as much 
Eafe, as tho’ they lived in our own Age and Nati- 
on. 2dly, We thereby allo transfer to ourfelves the 
Knowledge and Improvements of the wifeft and 
the beft of Mankind, when or wherefoever they 


lived. 3dly, We thereby learn the beft, the moft’ 


laboured and moft refined Sentiments even of thofe 
wife and learned Men. 4thly, ?Tis another Ad- 
vantage of Reading, that we may review what we 
have read. 

The Benefits of a living Inftruétor, which are fet 
forth in the fame Chapter, are likewife four. 1/f, 
There is fomething more fprightly, more delighttul 
and entertaining in the living Dilcourfe of a wife, 
a learned, and wel] qualified Teacher, than there is 
in the filent and fedentary Practice of Reading. 
2dly, A Tutor, when he paraphraics and explains 
other Authors, can mark out the precife Point of 

Difficulty 
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Art. I. For JULY, 1741. 7 


Difficulty or Controverfy, and unfold it. He can 
fhew his Pupils what Authors, or what Parts of an 
Author, are beft worth reading on any particular 
Subject; as well as acquaint them with his own Ex- 
periments and Obfervations, which never were, 
and perhaps never will be publifhed to the World, 
and yet may be very valuable. 3d/y, A living In- 
ftruétor can convey to our Senfes thofe Notions 
with which he would furnifh our Minds, when he 
teaches us Natural Philofophy, or moft Parts of 
Mathematical Learning. He can make the Experi- 
ments before our Eyes. He can defcribe Figures 
and Diagrams, point to the Lines and Angles, and 
make out the Demonftration in a more intelligible 
Manner than we could by ourfelves, tho’ we fhould 
have the fame Figures lying in a Book before our 
Eyes. And even where the Subject of Difcourfe is 
Moral, Logical, or Rhetorical, and which does not 
come direétly under the Notice of our Senfes, a Tu- 
tor may explain his Ideas by fuch familiar Exam- 
ples and plain Similicudes, as feldom occur in 
Books. 4thly, When an Inftructor delivers any 
Matter of Difficulty, or expreffes himfelf obfcure- 
ly, the Learner has Opportunity of inquiring how 
fuch a Sentence fhould be underftood, or how fuch. 
a Difficulty may be explained and removed. 

I have faid, that the twelve Chapters following 
the fecond, do expatiate on thofe Topics which are 
more briefly handled in that Chapter. In treating 
more largely on thefe Heads, our Author has here 
and there dropt feveral ufeful Counfels ; fome of 
which are here colleéted, and offered the Reader, 
as not unworthy of his Acceptance, and moreover 
as further Specimens of this Performance. 

Thus, in the fourth Chapter, where Reading and 
Books are the Subjeéts, we have thefe Directions. 
Firfi, Books of Importance, of any kind, fhould 
be firft read in a more general and curfory Way, 

B 4 to 
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$ The Worxsof the Learnep. Ajrt.1. 


to learn a little what the Treatife promifes, and 
what we may expect from the Writer’s Manner and 
Skill. And for this End the Preface fhould always 
be read, and the Table of Contents, if there be 
one, before this firft Survey of the Book. By this 
means we fhall not only be better fitted for the firft 
reading, but fhall be much affifted in our fecond Pe- 
rufal of the Work, which fhould be done with 
grexcer Attention. And in reading we ought to 
mark what is new to us, and review thofe Places. 

The Reafon why we fhould take a curfory View 
of Books, before we fet ourfelves to a more atten- 
tive Survey of them, is, that there may be feveral 
Difficulties in a Work, which we cannot eafily con- 
quer, without a Compsechenfion of the Author’s 
whole Scheme: Which may be fufficiently obtain- 
ed, by thus flightly overlooking them. 

What we cannot comprehend at firft, may be 
noted as Matter of After-confideration and Inquiry, 
if the enfuing Pages do not illuftrate thofe which 
went before. 

Secondly, 1f the Method of a Book be irregular, 
we may reduce it into Form by a little Analyfis of 
our own, or by Hints in the Margin. If thofe 
Things are thrown together, which fhould be fepa- 
rated, we may diflinguifh and divide them. If fe- 
veral Things relating to the tame Subjeét are {cat- 
tered up and down the Treaufe, we may, bring them 
all to one View by References; or if the Matter of 
2 Book be really valuable, we may reduce it to a 
better Method, or abridge it into a leffer Form : 
All thete Practices have a Tendency both to advance 
our Slall in Logic and Method, to improve our 
Judgment in general, and to give us a move ade- 
quate Notion of what we are ftudying. 

Thirdly, If a Writer be remarkable for any pecu- 
liar Excellencies or Detects in his Style, or other 
Qualities of his Work, we fhould carefully remark 

them. 
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Art. 1. For JUL Y, 1741. 9 
them. And remember, that one Book read over in 
this Manner, with all this laborious Meditation 
will more enrich our Underftandings, than Skimming 
over the Surface of twenty Authors, 

By perufing Books in the Manner here defcribed, 
we fhall make all our Reading fubfervient, not on- 
ly tothe Enlargement of our Treafures of Kuow- 
ledge, but alfo to the /mproving of our reafoning 
Potvers. oe: 

There are’ many who read with Conftancy}-and 
yet make no Advances thereby in true Knowledge. 
They are delighted with the Notions which they 
read or hear, but they do not weigh them in their 
Minds, they make no Reflections on them, or In- 
ferences from them. 

Fourthly, We muft be careful therefore to enter 
into the Senfe. and Argument of the Authors we 
read, examine all their Proofs, and then judge of 
the Truth or Falfhood of their Opinions; and 
thereby we fhall not only gain an Increafe of Know- 
ledge, by thofe Truths which the Author teaches, 
when we fee them well fupported, but we fhall ac- 
quire alfo by Degrees an Habit of judging juftly, 
and of reafoning well, in Imitation of the good 
Writer, whofe Works we perufe. 

Fifthly, We fhould never apply ourfelves to any 
human Author, with a Determination beforehand, 
either for or againft him, or with a fettled Refolu- 
tion to believe or disbelieve, to confirm or to op- 
pofe whatfoever he faith; but always read with a 
Defign to Jay our Minds open to Truth, and toem- 
brace it wherefoever we find it, as well as to rejeét 
every Falfhood, tho’ it appear under never fo fair a 
Difguife. 

In the ninth Chapter our Author has laid down 
feveral Rules for improving Converfation. As if, 
We fhould endeavour to be acquainted with Perfons 
wifer than ourfelves. 2dly, We fhould utually dif- 
courfe 
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courfe with People on the Matters of their own pe- 
culiar Province or Profeffion ; for every one knows, 
or fhould know, his own Bufinefs beft. By this 
Means we may gain fome Improvement in Know- 
ledge from every one we deal with. 3dly, We 
ought not to confine ourfelves always to one Set of 
Company, or to Perfons of the fame Party or Opi- 
nion, either in Matters of Learning, Religion, or 
civil Life. A free Converfation with Men of 
various Countries, and of different Opinions, Par- 
ties, and Practices, (fo far as it may be done fafely ) 
is of excellent Ufe to undeceive us in many wrong 
Judgments we have framed, and to lead us into 
jufter Thoughts. 4thly, We muft not be fond in 
Company of difputing every Thing Pro and Con, 
nor indulge ourfelves in fhewing our Talent of at- 
tacking and defending. s5th/y, We fhould not 
bring a warm Party-Spirit into a free Converfation, 
which is defigned for mutual Improvement in the 
Search of Truth. 6rh/y, We muft take heed of af- 
tecting always to fhine in Company above the reft, 
and to difplay our own Underftanding or Oratory, 
as tho’ we would render ourfelves admirable to all 
prefent. 7thly, We fhould not be fo ready to 
charge Ignorance, Prejudice, and Miftake upon o- 
thers, as we fhould be to fufpeé ourfelves of it: 
And to manifeft our own Freedom from Prejudices, 
we fhould learn to bear Contradiétion with Patience. 
Let it be eafy to us to hear our own Opinion ftrong- 
ly oppofed, efpecially in Matters which are dubious 
and difputable amongft Men of Virtue. 87h/y, We 
muft banifh utterly out of al] Converfation, and ef- 
pecially out of ajl learned and intelleétual Confe- 
rence, every thing that tends toprovoke Paffion, or 
raiflea Fire in the Blood. We mutt let no fharp 
i_anguage, no noily Exclamations, no Sarcafms or 
biting Jefts be heard among us: No perverfe or in- 
vidious Confequences be drawn from each other’s 

Opinions, 
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Opinions, and imputed to the Perfon: No wilful 
Perverfion of another’s Meaning ; no fudden Sei- 
fure of a lapfed Syllable to play upon it, nor any 
abufed Conftruction of an innocent Miftake: No 
infulting a modeft Opponent that begins to yield; 
no Triumph, even where there is evident Victory on 
our Side. gthly, We fhould inure ourfelves to a 
candid and obliging Manner in all our Converfati- 
on, and acquire the Art of pleafing Addrefs, even 
when we teach as well as when we learn, when we 
oppofe as well as when we affentand prove. rothly, 
When we retire from Company, then fhould we 
converfe with: ourfelves in Solitude, and inquire 
what we have learnt for the Improvement of our 
Underftanding, or for the rectifying our Inclinati- 
ons. If we have feen fome of our Company can- 
did, modeft, humble in their Manner, wife, juft, 
and pious in their Sentiments, polite and graceful, 
as well as ftrong and clear in their Expreffion, and 
univerfally acceptable in their Behaviour, we fhould 
imprefs the Idea of all thefe Qualifications upon our 
Memory, and treafure them up for our Imitation. 
If the Laws of Reafon and Civility have not been 
well obferved amongft our Affociates, we fhould 
take notice of thofe Defeéts likewife, to avoid 
them. Perhaps we fhall find fome Perfons have 
difpleafed the Company by a too vifible A ffectation 
of Pleafing, ze. by giving loofe to fervile Flat- 
tery, or promifcuous Praife; while others were as 
ready to oppofe every thing that was faid. Some 
have deferved Cenfure for an affected Taciturnity, 
and others, left their Silence fhould be interpreted a 
Want of Senfe, have ventured to make Speeches, 
tho’ they had nothing to fay worth hearing. It 
may bewe fhall obferve, that one was ingenious in 
his Thoughts, and bright in his Language, but fo 
full of himfelf, that he difgufted all the Company ; 
that he fpoke well indeed, but that he fpoke too 


long, 
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Jong, and did not allow equal Liberty or Time to 
his Affociates. We fhall remark, that another was 
eager to utter his Thoughts before his Friend had 
done fpeaking, or impatient of the leaft Oppofition 
to any thing he faid. We will remember, that fome 
Perfons have talk’d with great Confidence, of things 
which they underftood not, and others counted eve- 
ry thing tedious and intolerable that was {poken up- 
on Subjects out of their Sphere. By a Review of 
fuch Irregularities as thefe, we may learn to avoid 
thofe Inftances of Mifconduét which fpoil Conver- 
fation, or render it lefs agreeable and ufeful. 

If we would know what Sort of Companions we 
fhould feleét for the Cultivation and Advantage of 
our Minds, the general Rule our Author lays down 
is this, that we ‘* choofe fuch, as by the Bright- 
«< nefs of their Parts, their Diligence in Study, 
“< their fuperior Advancement in Learning, or pe- 
© culiar Excellency in any Art, Science, or Accom- 
‘«¢ plifhment, divine or human, may be capable of 
<¢ miniftring to our Improvement; and who are, 
¢ at the fame time, of a good moral Character. 

But let the Talents of a Perfon be never fo illu- 
ftrious, yet is he not a proper A ffociate, forthe Pur- 
pofe above-mentioned, it he be exceedingly referv- 
ed, and have either no Inclination to difcourfe, or no 
tolerable Capacity of Speech for the Communicati- 
on of his Sentiments: If he be proud of his Know- 
ledge, and fond of impofing his Opinions on others: 
If he be of a dogmatical difputative Difpofition, 
and will refift the brighteft Evidence, rather than 
yield, tho” to the plaineft Reafonings: If he affeéts 
to outfhine and to out-talk all the Company: If he 
be of an unfettled Turn of Mind, perpetually wan- 
dering from the Point in queftion: If he be fretful 
and peevifh, if he cannot bear Contradiction, or 
is ready to take things in a wrong Senfe: If he af- 
feet Wit on all Occafions, and is full of his Con- 
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ceits and Puns, Quibbles, Jefts and Repartees: Or 
if he carry always about with him a Sort of Craft 
and Difguife; you are inno likelihood of gaining 
any intellectual or moral Improvement from fuch a 
one. 

On the other hand, while we are to beware of 
fuch Perfons, and abftain from too much Freedom 
of Difcourfe amongft them, it is very natural to in- 
fer, that we fhould watch agarnft thefe evil Quali- 
ties in our own Breafts, if we happen to be tainted 
with any of them ourfelves. 

In the fixtaenth Chapter of this Work our Au- 
thor inftructs us, how the Capacity of the Mind may 
be enlarged. There are three Things, he tells us, 
which in efpecial Manner go to make up that 4m- 
plitude of Mind, which is one of the nobleft Cha- 
raéters belonging tothe Underftanding. (1.) When 
the Mind is ready to take in great and [ublime Ideas, 
without Pain or Difficulty. (2.) When it is free to 
receive new and ftrange Ideas, upon juft Evidence, 
without Surprize or Averfion. (3.) When it is able 
to conceive or furvey many Ideas at once without Con- 
fufion, and to form a true Judgment derived from 
that extenfive Survey. 

As for thofe who are deficient in the firft Inftance, 
whofe Minds are yet incapable of receiving grand 
and fublime Ideas without Difficulty ; if, fays our 
Author, ** you talk to them of the vaft Dimenfi- 
«s ons of the planetary Worlds ; tell them that the 
s+ Star called Jupiter isa folid Globe, two hundred 
«¢ and twenty times bigger than our Earth; that the 
¢¢ Sun isa vaft Globe of Fire, above a thoufand times 
‘¢ bigger than fupiter, that is, two hundred and twen- 
« ty choufand times bigger than the Earth ; that the 
¢ Diftance from the Earth to the Sun is eighty-one 
¢ Millions of Miles; and that a Cannon-Bullet 
“© fhot from the Earth, would not arrive at the 
6 neareft of the fixed Stars in fome hundreds of 

<¢ Years . 
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« Years; they cannot bear the Belief of it, bur 
‘¢ hear all thefe glorious Labours of Aftronomy as a 
«¢ mere idle Romance. 

<< Inform them of the amazing Swiftnefs of the 
‘© Motion of fome of the fmalleft or the biggeft 
< Bodies in Nature; affure them that the Planet 
*s Venus, (é.¢. our Morning or Evening-Star, 
‘© which is near as big as our Earth) tho’ it feems 
“ to move from its PJace but a few Yards ina 
“© Month, does really fly feventy thoufand Miles 
< in an Hour; tell them that the Rays of Light 
€¢ fhoot from the Sun to our Earth at the rate of 
«© one hundred and eighty thoufand Miles in the 
‘c Second of a Minute, they will ftand aghaft at 
«< fuch Sort of Talk. 

‘¢ Thefe unenlarged Souls are in the fame Man- 
«¢ ner difgufted with the Wonders which the Mi- 
¢ crofcope has difcovered concerning the Shape, 
«¢ the Limbs, and Motions of ten thoufand little 
‘© Animals, whofe united Bulk would not equal a 
<< Pepper-corn, €fc. 

Now to relieve the Minds that labour under this 
Defeét, our Author advifes, Fir/t, To begin with 
fome firft Principies of Geometry, and lead them 
onward by Degrees to the Doétrine of Quantities 
that are incommenturable, or which will admit of 
no. common Meature, tho’ it be never fo fmall, 
By this Means they will fee the Neceffity of admit- 
ing the infinite Divifibility of Quantity or Matter. 
This fame Doctrine may be proved to them in a yet 
more obvious Manner: As the very opening and 
clofing of a Pair of Compaffes will evidently prove, 
that if the {malleft fuppofed Particle of Matter be 
put between the Points, and they are brought to 
touch the Extremities of it, there will be ftill lefs 
and lefs Diftances or Quantities all the Way be- 
tween the Legs, till you come to the Head or 

Joint 5 
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Joint wherefore there is no fuch thing poffible as 
the {malleft Quantity. 

Secondly, It is proper to acquaint them with the 
Circumference of our Earth, which may be proved 
by very eafy Principles of Geometry, Geography, 
and Aftronomy, to be about twenty-four thoufand 
Miles round. Then let them be taught that in eve- 
ry twenty-four Hours, either the Sun and Stars 
muft all move round this Earth, or the Earth muft 
turn round upon its own Axis. If the Earth re- 
volve, then each Houfe or Mountain on or near the 
Equator muft move atthe Rate of a thoufand Miles 
in an Hour: But if, as they generally fuppofe, the 
Sun or Stars move round the Earth, then, the Cir- 
cumference of their Orbits being vaftly greater than 
this Earth, they muft have a Motion prodigioufly 
fwifter than a thoufand Miles an Hour. Sucha 
Thought as this will by Degrees enlarge their 
Minds, and they will be taught, even upon their 
own Principle of the diurnal Revolution of the 
Heavens, to take in fome of the vaft Dimenfions of 
the heavenly Bodies, 

To thisour Author would have added the Ufe of 
Telefcopes and Microfcopes; and an Acquaintance 
alfo with fome other noble Inventions of modern 
Philofophy, which have a great Influence to enlarge 
the Intelleé&t. For the fame Purpofe, he would have 
thefe narrow-minded People invited to read thofe 
Parts of Milton’s Paradife Loft, where he defcribes 
the Armies and Powers of Angels, the Wars and 
the Senate of Devils, the Creation of this Earth, 
together with the Defcriptions of Heaven, Hell, 
and Paradife. The fublime Ideas of thofe Paffages 
naturally extend and exalt the Underftanding, Se- 
condly, 

There is an Imperfection of Mind, oppofite to 
the fecond Inftance of its Amplitude aforefaid, 
which makes thofe that labour under it to be furprifed 
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at every new Sight that appears, when they travel a 
few Miles from home; and tobe feized with Won- 
der or Averfion, when they hear of Doctrines and 
Schemes in human Affairs, or in Religion, different 
from what they have embraced. 

This, our Author fays, fhould be cured, (1/,) 
By travelling, or by hearing and reading the Ac- 
counts of different Parts of the World, and 
the Hiftories of paft Ages, and of Nations and 
Countries diftant from our own. (2d/y,) By free 
Coaverfation with Perfons of different Sentiments. 
We fhould alfo read the Objections againft our own 
Tenets, and view the Principles of other Parties, ‘in 
their own Authors, and not only inthe Citations of 
thofe who would confute them. We fhould take an 
unbiaffed Survey of the Arguments on all Sides, and 
bring all to the Teft of unprejudiced Reafon 
and divine Revelation. 

It tends alfoto amplify the Mind, and fit it for 
receiving new and ftrange Ideas, without great Sur- 
prife and Averfion; to inftill into it thofe great 
and delightful Truths in Aftronomyand Phyfics, 
which the inquifitive Genius of the prefent Age has 
difcovered. 

Thirdly, The Capacity of the Underftanding in- 
cludes yet another Qualification, and that is, an A- 
bility to receive many Ideas at once without Con- 
fufion; to take ina Variety of Obje¢ts at one fin- 
gle View, or, at leaft, apply itfelf to feveral Ob- 
jects with fo fwift a Succeffion, and in fo few Mo- 
ments, as is almoft equivalent to. its being done 
inftantaneoufly. 

This is a neceflary Faculty in order to great 
Knowledge and good Judgment: For there are di- 
vers things in common Life, in Religion, and in 
the Sciences, which have various Circumftances, 
Appendices and Relations attending them; and 
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without a Survey of all thefe, we are in danger of 
pailing a falfe Judgment on the Subject propofed. 

This Amplitude of Mind is in a great Meafure 
the Gift of Nature, for fome are born with more 
Capacioufnefs of Soul than others. The Genius of 
fome Perfons is fo poor and limited, as to be utterly 
unfit for fpeculative Studies. It is hard for them to 
difcern the Difference betwixt Right and Wrong in 
Matters of Reafon on any abftracted Subjects : 
Thefe ought never to fet up for Scholars, Others 
have a Soul fomewhat greater, and they can take 
in the Connection of a few Propofitions pretty well 5 
but if the Chain of Confequences be any thing pro- 
lix, here they ftick, and are confounded. But there 
are fome of fo bright and happy a Genius, and fo 
ample a Mind, that they can take in a long Train 
of Propofitions, if not at once, yet in a very few 
Moments, and judge well of their Dependance. 
They can furvey a Variety of complicated Ideas 
withott Fatigue or Diflurbance. This makes a 
oreat Man. 

Now tho’ there may be much owing to Nature in 
this Cafe, yet Experience affures us, that even a low 
Degree of Capacity and Extent of Thought may 
be increafed by Diligence and Application, by fre- 
quent Exercife, and the Obfervation of fuch Rules 
as thele : 

I. We fhould labour by al! Means to gain an at- 
tentive and patient Temper of Mind. There are 
two of thofe Directions which our Author has re- 
commended in his fifteenth Chapter, where he pro- 
feffedly treats of fixing the Attention, which I fhall 
transfer hither, as a proper Place for them ; and 
thefe are, Firf, To apply ourfelves to thofe Stu- 
dies, and read thofe Writings, where the Subjects 
are drawn out in a perpetual Chain of connected © 


' Reafonings. Several of the mathematical Sciences, 


if not all, are particularly ufeful for this Purpofe. 
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Secondly, We mutt not bein too much hafte to come 
to the Determination of a difficult or important 
Point; but rather be contented with Ignorance for 
a Seafon, and continue in Sufpenfe, and Meditation, 
till due Labour and Inquiry have found out fuffi- 
cient Evidence on one Side. 

Il. We fhould accuftom ourfelves to clear and di- 
ftinét Ideas in every thing we think of. 

Ill. We muft ufe all Diligence to acquire and 
treafure up a large Store of Ideas and Notions. 
We fhould take every Opportunity of adding fome- 
thing to our Stock, and by frequent Recollection fix 
it in our Memory: Which being well furnifhed 
with various Traces, Signatures, and Images, will 
have a copious Treafure always ready for the Mind 
to operate with, when its Thoughts are directed to- 
wards any particular Subject. 

IV. It is neceffary that we fhould, as far as pof- 
fible, difpofe our daily Acquifitions of new Ideas, 
Propofitions, Obfervations, Experiences, Reafon- 
ings and Arguments upon the various Subjects that 
occur, in a regular Order, of Divinity, Law, Phy- 
ficks, Mathematicks, Morality, Politicks, Trade, 
Domeftick Life, Civility, Decency, €&¢. whe- 
ther of Caufe, Effect, Subftance, Mode, Power, 
Property, Body, Spirit, &@c. We fhould inure 
our Minds to Method and Order continually ; and 
when we take in any frefh Ideas, Occurrences and 
Obfervations, we fhould rank them in their pro- 
per Places, and fee how they ftand and agree 
with the reft of our Notions on the fame Subjeét. 
The Science of Ou.stology, which diftributes all Be- 
ings, and all the Afeétions of Biing, whether ab/o- 
jute or relative, under proper Clafles, is of good 
Service to keep our intellectual Acquifitions in fuch 
Order, as that the Mind may furvey them at 
once. 


V. As 
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V. As Method is neceffary for the Improvement 
of the Mind, in order to make our Treafure of 
Ideas moft ufeful, fo in all our further Purfuits of 
Truth, we fhould obferve a regular progreffive Mo- 
tion : Begin with the moft fimple and obvious Ideas, 
and goon gradually to thofe of a more complex 
Nature. If a Scholar, about to learn Arithmetick, 
obferves his Mafter performing an Operation in 
Divifion, his Head is at once confounded with the 
manifold Comparifons of the Divifor and Dividend, 
and the Multiplication of the one, and Subtraction 
of it from the other. But if he begin regularly at 
Addition, and fo proceed by Subtraéion and Mul- 
tiplication, he will foon be able to take an intelli- 
gent Survey of all thofe Operations in Divifion, and 
practife them himfelf with Pleafure. An Illuftrati- 
on of the like kind may be borrowed from other 
Branches of the Mathematicks: How eafily does 
an expert Geometrician, with one Glance, take ina 
compleated Diagram of many Lines and Circles, 
Angles and Arches ? How readily does he judge of 
it, whether the Demonftration defigned thereby be 
true or falfe ? It was by Degrees he arrived at this 
Stretch of Underftanding ; he began with a fingle 
Line, or a Point; he joined two Lines in an An- 
gle; he advanced to Triangles and Squares, Poly- 
gons and Circles; thus the Powers of his Under- 
{tanding were daily augmented, till by Diligence 
and regular Application he acquired this extenfive 
Faculty of Mind. 

But this Advantage does not belong only to ma 
thematical Learning: The Cafe is the fame in any 
one of the Sciences, or in the Affairs of Life and 
Religion. <‘* Beginning with 4, B, C, and mak- 
<¢ ing Syllables out of Letters, and Words out of 
Ss Syllables, has been the Foundation of all that 
<¢ Superftructure of Arts and Sciences, which have 
«¢ enriched the Minds and Libraries of the learned 
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« World in feveral Ages. Tho’ Piato and Cicero, 
«© Defcartes and Boyle, Locke and Newton, were 
“ doubtlefs favoured by Nature with a Genius of 
‘© uncommon Amplitude; yet in their early Years, 
« and firft Attempts in Purfuit of Knowledge, 
«¢ this was but limited and narrow, in comparifon 
«© of what they attained at laft. 

VI. Another Means of acquiring this Amplitude 
of Mind, is a Perufal of difficult Queftions with 
their Solutions in any of the Sciences. In Divinity, 
fuch Pieces have a Tendency this Way, as are 
written to reconcile fome Paffages of St. Paul’s E- 
piftles relating to the Zewi/h Law and the Chriftian 
Gofpel. In Morals, and in Political Subjects, Paf- 
fendorf’s Law of Nature and Nations, and feveral 
Determinations therein, will pomote the fame End. 
So will an Attendance on publick Trials in Courts 
of Judicature; and reading both fyftematical Digefts 
of the Law of England and the Reports of adjudg- 
ed Cafes, collected by Men of great Sagacity and 
W ildom. 

In the feventeenth Chapter, where our Author 
treats of the Memory, and the Methods of improv- 
ing it, he has enlarged on the following Obfervati- 
ons, Memory is a diftinct Faculty of the Mind, 
very different from Perception, Judgment, Rea- 
foning, and its other Powers. Then we are faid to 
remember any thing, when the Idea of it arifes in 
the Mind, with a Confcioufne/s at the fame Time, 
shat we have bad this Idea before. So neceffary and 
fo excellent a Faculty is this, that all other Abilities 
of the Mind borrow from thence their Beauty and 
Perteétion; for without this they are almoft ufelefs, 
There can be neither Knowledge, nor Arts, nor 
Sciences, without Memory; nor can there be any 
Improvement of Mankind in Virtue or Morals, or 
the Practice of Religion, without the Affiftanceand 
Influence of this Power. 
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A good fudgment and a good Memory are very 
different Qualifications. A Perfon may have a ve- 
ry capacious and retentive Memory, where the 
Judgment is very weak; while others, whofe Me- 
mory is but tolerable, have their Judgment of a 
much fuperior Degree. Yet it it mutt be acknow- 
ledged, that a ftrong Memory is one good Foun- 
dation for a wife Judgment of things, wherefoever 
the natura] Genius has any thing of Sagacity to 
make a right Ufe of it. *‘* A good Judgment muft 
‘¢ always in fome Meafure depend upon a Survey 
‘¢ and Comparifon of feveral Things together in 
«* the Mind, and determining the Truth of fome 
«¢ doubtful Propofition by that Comparifon. When 
the Mind has, as it were, fet all thofe various 
‘© Objects before it, which are neceffary to form a 
“ true Judgment concerning any thing, it thende- 
<¢ termines that fuch and fuch Ideas are to be join- 
«© ed or disjoined, to be affirmed or denied, and 
this in a Confiftency and Correfpondence with all 
thofe other Ideas or Propofitions, which any way 
relate to the fame Subject. Now there can be 
no fuch comprehenfive Survey of many Things, 
without a confiderable Degree of Memory: And 
it happens fometimes, that if one needful or im- 
portant Idea be abfent, the Judgment concerning 
the Point in queftion, will thereby become falfe 
or miftaken. 

It may be afked then, how it comes to pafs, that 
there are many, who appear, both in Bufinefs and 
Learning, to have a good Judgment, and have 
juftly acquired the Charaéter of Wifdom, and yet 
have neither a very bright Genius, or Sagacity, or 
extraordinary Memory. To account for this, our 
Author remarks, That we- fhall fcarce ever find 
{uch People forward in determining things propoied 
to them; but taking time, and pondering them ma- 
turely, before they pafs their Judgment: They 
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practife a flow Meditation, ruminate on the Sub- 
ject, and thus perhaps in two or three Days roufe 
and awaken thote feveral Ideas one after another as 
they can, which are neceflary to judge aright of the 
thing propofed: Thisthey do to fupply the Want 
both of a Quicknefsof Thought, and a Readinefs 
of Memory er Recolleétion ; and this Caution and 
Practice Jays the Foundation of their true Judgment 
and wife Conduct. 

*Tis often found, that a fine Genius has but a 
feeble Memory: For where the Genius is bright, 
and the Imagination vivid, the Memory may be 
too much neglected, and lofe its Improvement. An 
active Fancy readily wanders over a Multitude of 
Objects, and is continually entertaining itfelf with 
new Images; it runs through a Number of new 
Scenes or new Pages with Pleafure, but without adue 
Attention, and ieldom fuffers itfelf to dwell long 
enough upon any one of them to make a deep Im- 
preffion thereof upon the Mind, and commit it to 
Jafting Remembrance. 

And as fuch a various Imagination and quick 
Invention may be fome Hinderance to the Attenti- 
on and Memory, fo a Mind of a good retentive 
Ability, and which is ever crowding its Memory 
with Things which it learns and reads continually, 
may prevent and cramp the fnvention itlelf. 

Tho? the Memory be a natural Faculty of’ the 
Mind, and belongs to pure Spirits, yet it is greatly 
aflifted or hindered, and much diverfified by the cor- 
poreal Organ of the Brain. But what Part of the 
Brain that is, wherein the Images of Things are 
treafured up, we cannot certainly determine. It is 
moft probable, that thofe very Fibres, Pores, or 
Traces of it, which affift at the firit Jdea or Percep- 
tion of any Object, are the fame which affift it alfo 


“at the Recolleétion of it: And then the Memory 


hasno fpecial Part of the Brain devoted to its own 
Service, 
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Service, but ufes all thofe Parts in genera! which 
fubferve our Senfations, as well as our thinking and 
reafoning Powers. And there are fome Obfervati- 
ons from whence it may be inferred, that the Good- 
ne/s of @ Memory depends in a great Degree upon 
the Confiftence and Temperature of thofe Parts of 
the Brain now mentioned. So, for Inftance, ix 
Children; they perceive and forget an hundred 
‘Things in an Hour; the Brain is fo foft, that it 
receives immediately all Impreffions like Water or 
liquid Mud, and retains fcarce any of them: All 
the Images which are drawn there, are immediately 
effaced or clofed up again, as tho’ one fhould write 
with their Finger on Water or Oil. Onthe contra- 
ry, ix old Age, Men have a very feeble Remem- 
brance of Things that were done of late, #.e. the 
fame Day, or Week, or Year; the Brain is grown 
fo hard, that the prefent Images or Strokes make 
little or no Impreffion, and there they immediately 
vanifh. But in the middle Stage of Life, or it 
may be from fifteen to fifty Years of Age, the Me- 
mory is commonly in its happieft State; the Brain 
eafily receives and long retains the Images and Tra- 
ces which are impreffed upon it, and the natural 
Spirits are more active to range thefe little infinite 
unknown Figures of Things. in their proper Cells 
or Cavities, to preferve and recollectthem. 

«© Whatfoever therefore keeps the Brain in its 
‘¢ beft Temper, may help to preferve the Memo- 
«© ry: But Excefs of Wine, or Luxury of any kind, 
‘ as well as Excefs in the Studies of Learning or 
‘© Bufinefs of Life, may overwhelm the Memory 
“¢ by overftraining and weakening the Fibres of the 
« Brain, overwafting the Spirits, injuring the true 
“ Confiftence of that tender Subftance, and con- 
¢¢ founding the Images that are laid up there, 
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In the Sequel of this Chapter our Author has 
given us fome particular Directions for the Im- 
provement of this Faculty. Such as, Firf, Due 
Attention and Diligence to learn Things. . Second- 
dy, Clear and diftinét Apprehenfions of the Things 
we commit to Memory. Thirdly, Method and 
Regularity inthem. Fourthly, A frequent Review 
and careful Repetition of the Things we would 
learn, and an Abridgment of them in a narrow 
Compafs for this End. Fifthly, Throwing the 
Things we would learn into Verfe. With others of 
the like Importance. 

But there is a general Rule, preceding thefe par- 
ticular ones,worth all of them, the Practice of which is 
requifite to the Improvement of other Powers as well 
as of the Memory,and that is, tokeep it always in due 
and proper Exercife.— Thofe who are wont to con- 
verfe or read about a few Things only, will retain 
but a few in their Memory: Thofe who are ufed to 
remember things but for an Hour, and charge their 
Memories with them no longer, will retain them but 
an Hour before they vanith. Yet the Memory 
fhould not be overburthened; for a Limbor a 
Joint may be overftrained by being too much lgad- 
ed, and itsnatural Power never be recovered. To 
crowd this Faculty with an overbearing Multitude 
of Documents or Ideas at one time, is the way to 
remember nothing ; one Idea effaces another. An 
eaten Gra{p does not retain the Jargeft Hand. 
ul, 

In the eighteenth Chapter, where our Author 
lays down a Method of determining a Queftion; a- 
mong a Variety of Rules, we have the following: 
To confider (1.) whether the Subject propofed. be 
knowable to all, orno? (2.) Whether it be wor- 
thy of our Inquiry? (3.) Whether it be eafy or 

difficult ; and whether we have fufficient Abilities 
for 
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for the Purfuit of it? (4.) Whether it be of a 
ufeful Tendency, apt to render us wifer and better 
by the Knowledge thereof ? 

If it appears worthy of our Application, and 
that we are furnifhed with the neceffary Requifites 
for purfuing it, then are we (5.) to confider whe- 
ther it be entangled in more Words, or include more 
complicated Ideas than are neceffary , and if fo, we 
fhould endeavour to reduce it to greater Simplicity, 
which will make the Argument plainer and eafier 
all the way. If it be ftated obfcurely or irregular- 
ly, we may (6.) change the Phrafe, or tranfpofe 
the Parts of it; being always careful however to 
keep the grand Point of Inquiry {till the fame. 

“6 The ftating of a Queftion with Clearnefs and 
‘ Fuflice, goes a great way many times toward the 
‘< anfwering it. ‘The greateft Part of true Know- 
«© ledge lies in a diflint Perception of Things which 
‘© are in themfelves diflin& ; and fome Men give 
“© more Light by the bare ftating of the Queftion 
¢ with Perfpicuity and Juftnefs, than others by 
<«¢ talking of it in grofs Confufion for whole Hours. 
<< To ftate a Queftion is but to feparate and difen- 
«¢ tangle the Parts of it from one another, as well 
«¢ as from every thing which doth not concern 


sc the Queftion, and then to lay the difentangled 


¢c Parts in due Order: Oftentimes without more a- 
«¢ do, this fully refolves the Doubt, and fhews the 
«¢ Mind where the Truth lies, without Argument 
or Difpute. 

(7.) While we are in Search after Truth in Que- 
{tions of a doubtful Nature, or fuch as we have ne- 
ver yet throughly confidered, we fhould maintain a 
juft Indifference for either Side of the Queftion ; 
and take care not to be content with a partial Exa- 
mination, but turn our Thoughts on all Sides, to 
gather in all the Light we can toward the Solution 
of it, 
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(8.) When a Queftion is of an extenfive Nature, 
and refersto a Multitude of Subjedts, it ought not 
to be determined at once by a fingle Argument or 
Anfwer. 

(9.) When we are called to judge of any Quefti- 
on in Life or Religion, we fhould take a full Sur- 
vey of the Objections againft, as well as the Argu- 
ments for it, fo far as our Time and Circumftances 
will admit, and fee which Side preponderates. 

In the laft Chapter, which treats of the Sciences, 
and their Ufe in particular Profeffions ; together 
with many others, our Author enlarges on the fol- 
lowing Propofitions. I. The beft Way to learn a- 
ny Science, is to begin with a regular Syftem, ora 
fhort and plain Scheme of that Science, omitting 
the deeper and moft abftrufe Parts of it, and that 
alfo under the Inftruétion and Condué& of fome fkil- 
ful Teacher. II. After we have gained a thorough 
Acquaintance with the forefaid Compendium of a 
Science, tis proper to read a larger regular Trea- 
tife on that Subject, if we defign a compleat 
Knowledge of it: And while we are reading this 
Jarger Syftem, or after we have done with it, then 
occafional Difcourfes and Effays, upon the feveral 
Branches of that Science, may be read with the 
greateft Profit. III. After we have learnt any of 
thofe Arts or Sciences, which are to be explained 
by Diagrams, Figures, and Schemes, fuch as Geo- 
metry, Geography, Afronomy, Opticks, Mechanicks, 
€fc. we may beft preferve our Notions of them by 
having thofe Schemes or Figures in large Sheets of 
Paper hanging always before the Fye, in the Places 
of our moft ufual Refort. IV. Every Man who 
aims at making any Figure in the Republick of 
Letters, fhould attain fome fuperficial Icea of moft 
or all of the Sciences. 
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After expatiating on thefe and fome other gene- 
ral Heads, our Author proceeds, in the Sequel of 
this Chapter, to a Survey of feveral of the Scien- 
ces, as they are fubfervient to the three learned Pro- 
feffions of Divinity, Law, and Medicine. And 
firft of the Mathematicks. 

So much of thefe Subjects as Dr. Wells has giv- 
en us in his three Volumes, entitled The Young 
Gentleman’s Mathematicks, is {fufficient for the 
greateft Part of Scholars and Gentlemen. But a 
Penetration into the abftrufe Depths of Algebra and 
Fluxions, the various Methods of Quadratures, the 
Menfuration of all Manner of Curves, and their 
mutual Transformation, and twenty other Things, 
that fome modern Mathemattians deal in, are not 
worth the Labour of thofe who defign any of the 
three Profeffions above-mentioned. 

Some of the practical Parts of Geometry, Aftro- 
nomy, Dialling, Opticks, Staticks, Mechanick:, 
€fc. may be agreeable Amufements to Students in 
every Profeffion at leifure Hours, if they enjoy 
Conveniences for this Sort of Improvement: But 
let them take great Care left they entrench upon 
more neceflary Employments, and fo fall under the 
Cenfure of wafted Time. 

Yet certainly, where any young People have in 
their early Years made themfelves Mafters of a Va- 
riety of elegant Problems in Mathematicks, and 
acquainted themfelves with the moft entertaining 
Experiments in Natural Philojophy, with fome fhort 
and curious Speculations or Practices in any other 
of the Arts or Sciences, they have hereby laid a 
Foundation for the Efteem and Love of thofe with 
whom they converfe, in higher or lower Ranks of 
Life; they have been often guarded by this Means 
from the Temptations of hurtful Pleafures; and 
have fecured both their own Hours, and thofe of 
their 
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their Companions from being confumed in pernici- 
ous Paftimes or Impertinence. 

After the Mathematicks, our Author fets forth the 
Ufefulnefs of Civil Hiftory, to thofe who deal in 
Politicks; of Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, to Divines; 
and of Biography, not only to thofe who ftudy Di- 
vinity, but to all the Difciples of Chriftianity. As 
Hiftory neceffarily depends on Geography and Chre- 
nology, he recommends the Knowledge of thefe. 
And then he goes on inthe Praife of Logic, Me- 
taphyficks, Natural-Philofophy, Natural Religi- 
on, Civil Law, Grammar, Languages, Rheto- 
rick, Poetry, Philology, and Criticifm: Shewing 
in what Meafure and Manner they fhould be at- 
tained by the aforefaid learned Profeffions, or by o- 
thers who have Leifure and Abilities, and who are 
ambitious of appearing with any Eclat in the Re- 
publick of Letters. 
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@EOS egavepwtin ev caput Or, A Critical 
Differtation upon 1 Tim. i. 16. Wherein 
Rules are laid down to diftinguifh, in vari- 
ous Readings, which is genuine; an Account 
ts given of above a hundred Greek Manu- 
feripts of St. Pauls Epifiles ; (many of them 
not heretofore collated; ) the Writings of the 
Greek and Latin Fathers, and the ancient 
Verfions are examined, and the common 
Reading of that Text, GOD was manifeft 
in the Flefh, zs proved to be the true one. 
Being the Subftance of eight Sermons preach- 
ed at the Lady Moyer’s Lecture, in the Ca- 
thedral Church of St. Paul, London, im the 
Years 1737 and 1738. By John Berriman, 
M. A. Curate of St. Swithin, and Leéturer 
of St. Mary Aldermary. London: Printed 
for W. Innys, at the Weft-End of St. Paul’s ; 
and J. Nourfe, at the Lamb without Tem- 
ple-Bar. 1741. Pages 356. 


HE Author tells us, in his Preface, that 

when he firft confented to preach the Lady 
Moyer’s Leéture, he had no Defign of entering up- 
on any critical Inquiries, much lefs of publifhing 
the Refult of any fuch Inquiries to the World. 
That it has fallen out otherwife, he fays, was en- 
tirely owing to Dr. Daniel Waterland; on whom 
he beftows the moft refpeétful Epithets, and whom 
he extols as.one of the ableft Defenders of the Chri- 
ftian Faith, the Church was ever bleffed with fince 
the Days of Infpiration. It was by the Advice of 
this great Man, as he ftiles him, he undertook the 
Examina- 
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Examination of that Text which is the Subftance 
of the following Papers. By his Affiftance it was 
carried on: He faw every Sermon foon after it was 
preached; Mr. Berriman confulted him in every 
Doubt and Difficulty that occurr’d; and when he 
had finifhed the Courfe of Sermons, the Doétor 
approved of them, and infifted on a Publication. 
Our Author fubmitted to his Judgment: Tho’ that 
made it neceffary to go over the whole Work a- 
gain ; and he found it would be proper to alter the 
Form of it; and to make farther Additions and 
Improvements, the better to prepare it for the Prefs, 
In all which he had the Benefit of his Help and Af- 
fiftance, and great Part of it went through his 
Hands, in the Form wherein it now appears ; as 
the whole had done, if his Illnefs had not pre- 
vented, 

But befides Dr. Waterland, our Author owns his 
Obligations to others, on the Score of this Trea- 
tife. He advifed with his Brother Dr. William 
Berriman from the Beginning of it to the End; 
every Part of it paffed his Infpection. 

The very learned Dr. Walker, alfo, who has 
examined the Greek Manuicripts of the New Tefta- 
ment with an extraordinary Care and Exaétnefs, 
fatisfied him in feveral Particulars which he in- 
quired after ; and communicated to him an Account 
of 47 MSS. defcribed in the firft Section of the fe- 
cond Chapter of this Book. 

Mr. Charles Wheatly, \ikewife, did him the Fa- 
vour of reading over all his Papers; and feveral 
Amendments are owing to his diligent Perufal. He 
affifted him in collecting the Errata, and drawing 
up the Contents; and to this Gentleman he is oblig- 
ed for the Liff of Preachers atthe End. 

Indeed there is hardly any one, with whom he is 
acquainted, and who was capable of affifting him 
in this Undertaking, who has not been fome way or 
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other ferviceable to him init. And he defires all 
of them in general to accept of thefe his publick 
Acknowledgements and Thanks. 

At the fame time he flatters himfelf, through 
the Care which has been taken to avoid or correé& 
them, no Errors in any Matter of Importance have 
efcaped him. 

He has divided his Difcourfe into five Chapters: 
To thefe he has prefixed an Introduction, where- 
in he fhews, That there are no Grounds for difput- 
ing the Infpiration of the Holy Scriptures, and that 
various Readings are no juft Caufe for doubting 
their Authenticalnefs, or difputing their Authority ; 
and afterwards mentions the Reafons for which 
the Reading of 1 Tim. iii. 16. may deferve a parti- 
cular Examination. 

Inthe firft of the aforefaid Chapters he lays down 
a Set of Rules, for diftinguifhing in various Read- 
ings which is genuine. 

The firft Rule he enlarges on is this, Zo compare 
the feveral Greek Munufiripts of the facred Writ- 
ings together, and inquire which Reading is found in 
the greateft Number of them; and efpecially [uch of 
them as are the moft ancient, and the moft corrett.— 
We mutt have Recourfe to the Greek MSS. becaufe 
the New Teftament, which is the only Part of Scrip- 
ture we are now concerned with, was originally 
written in that Language ; —- fothat fearching the 
MSS. written in that Language, is going to the 
Fountain-Head. ‘* Among thefe, where the def in 
*¢ Value, and the moft in Number do agree, they, 
<¢ befure, as far as the MSS. are concerned, muft 
“¢ determine us.” Nor are we to fufpend our 
Judgment, becaufe there may be other MSS, which 
we have not an Opportunity of confulting : For 
then we fhall never be able to form any Judgment 
at all: Seeing no Man can fearch all the MSS. in 
the World, or ever be fure there are not others he 
has 
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has never feen or heard of. All that an impartial In- 
quirer therefore has to do, is to make a diligent 
Search, as abovefaid, and to form his Judgment 
upon the beft Information he can get: Anda Judg- 
ment fo formed will ever ftand good, unlefs fome 
future Difcoveries fhould turn the Scale on the other 
Side, which will make it reafonable to give way to 
a fuperior Authority. 

How long the very Hand-writings of the Apo- 
{tles continued in the Church, we don’t know ; but 
we are certain, that they have many Ages fince been 
utterly deftroyed. In want therefore of thefe, it 
will be proper to confult the oldeft MSS. we can 
get, and fuch as have been tranfcribed with the 
ereateft Care and Exactnefs: ‘* And fince we can- 
*s not now meet with one fingle Writing, which 
«© can have of itfelf fufficient Weight and Autho- 
‘© rity, to determine which is the true Reading in 
“ any difputed Paffage; we muft, by comparing a 
<< good Number together, endeavour to find out 
‘c which is fupported by the ftrongeft Evidence, 
‘¢ and from the Agreement of Manufcripts may 
be judged to have been derived from the very 
© firft. 

The Copies corrected by Origen, Pierius, and 
Eufebius, were probably long preferved in the Ce- 
farian and Alexandrian Libraries: ** And there is 
“¢ little Doubt to be made, but that the moft anci- 
« ent MSS. we have now remaining, were com- 
‘¢ pared with fomeof them at leaft, it not imme- 
*« diately cranfcribed from them.” This may be 
fuppofed, Mr. Berriman thinks, of our Alexan- 
drian MS. of one in the Vatican, and others yet 
extant, 

A great Number of MSS, have been collated by 
feveral of the Editors of the New Teffament, both 
abroad and at home.——Befides thefe, with regard 
to fome few Texts in particular, divers other MSS. 
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have been confulted, whofe various Ledtions in ge. 
neral have not been hitherto publifhed to the 
World: ‘* All which, as far as we have any Op- 


«¢ portunity of coming at the Knowledge of them, © 


‘¢ muft be fairly examined ; and according to the 
“ Teftimony of the moft and beft of thefe, as far 
‘¢ as this firft Rule is concerned, the true Reading 
“ of every doubiful Paflage muft be decided. 

In reckoning up the Number of MSS. for or a- 
gainft any particular Reading, it will be neceffary, 
Mr. Berriman fays, 

1. To diftinguifh properly between one MS. and 
another ; that the fame MS. be not counted twice 
over, and fo one pafs for two. 

2. To obferve carefully what Part of the New 
Teftameut the feveral MSS. do contain, and where- 
in they are defective: There are few MSS. that we 
know of, which contain the whole New Ze/fament 
entire. ‘© Now it is neceflary to obferve this 
«© State and Condition of the MSS. in order to a- 
<< void falfe Conclufions and Inferences, from the 
*¢ not producing a MS. for a various Reading, by 
‘¢ any Editor of the New Teftament, who profef- 
‘< fedly gives an Account of the Reading of MSS. 
‘¢ as if it therefore did not vary, when, in reality, 
« the Text itfelf was wanting therein; and to pre- 
vent our citing a MS. in favour of any Reading, 
“¢ where in truth the MS. has no Reading at all, 
«¢ which has been done in more Inftances than 
¢ one. 

3. To obferve alfo, whether the MSS. have 
been entirely and exactly collated. Sometimes, per- 
haps, only the more noted Texts have been confult- 
ed. Sometimes MSS. have come late to the Hand 
of the Editors, after the Printing was begun, and 
by that means, only Part of the various Leétions 
have been exhibited ; and fometimes a MS. has 
been collated in the Beginning, but by fome Acci- 
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dent or other, not carried on throughout the whole. 
—— And it is neceflary to inquire into thefe Particu- 
lars, that we may not be deceived ourfelves, or de- 
ceive others, by alledging an Authority, which has 
never been examined. ‘ The beft Security 1s, 
«© when MSS. have been particularly confulted, and 
‘< areexprefly cited for the Points they are defigned 
“© to prove: ——~ But this Satisfaction cannot be 
“© expected in every Cafe: —— What comes near 
“s-to this is, where we have Reafon to think MSS. 
<¢ which contain any Text that is the Subject of In- 
<¢ guiry, have been carefully collated in that Place, 
and where efpecially the Text itfelf has been any 
peculiar Matter of Inquiry, or the Editor de- 
« clares he found no other Variation than what he 
“c mentions, in all the MSS. he confulted.”” In 
fuch Cafes it may be concluded, that the MSS. not 
directly produced to the contrary, are in favour of 
the common reading of the Text. 
“TI, A fecond Rule Mr. Berriman propofes, in or- 
der to diftinguifh between a genuine and a various 
Reading, is (where any Doubt may arife, from the 
Defect or Difagreement of MSS. or otherwife) zo 
examine the Writings of the ancient Fathers, moft 
efpecially of the Greek Church, and fee what Read- 
tug is countenanced and confirmed by them.—** This 
“Search is to be carried up as high as wecan, and 
«¢ the earlier the Teftimony is, the more it is to be 
‘© valued upon that Account; the nearer we come 
« to the Apoftolick-Age, the fewer MSS. had been 
© copied from one another: And in general it may 
«¢ be prefumed, they did the more exactly agree 
« with the facred Autographa.—— Among the an- 
«< cienc Writers, thofe who wrote in the Greek 
«¢ Language, are in the prefent Cafe to be moft 
‘¢ efpecially regarded, becaufe they fpoke, and 
“ read, and wrote that very Language in which the 
« facred Writings of the New Teftament were Ori- 
“¢ ginally 
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< ginally pen’d ; the Phrafe and Diction of thofe 
«< Writings was familiar to them, they were natu- 
<< rally apt toexprefs themfelves in the Scripture 
¢ Style and Language: When they referred to any 
«© Texts of Scripture, or difcourfed more at large 
«© upon them, they would of Courfe be guided by 
«¢ the original Greek, and not by any Verfion or 
“© Franflation that had been made, and might pofli- 
« bly vary from it. 

In order to judge of the true Reading of any 
Text of Scripture, from what we meet with in the 
Writings of the ancient Fathers, it will be proper 
to confider the Teftimony, 

1. ** Of one of them apart, and by itfelf. Ie 
‘¢ flrould be inquired when the Author lived, and 
<¢ what were his Abilities ? Whether he wasa Pers 
‘© fonof Learning and Judgment, of Accuracy and 
‘¢ Exaétnefs, or otherwife? As alfo, whether the 
«© Work appealed to be Genuine or not? Then it 
‘© fhould be obferved, in what Manner a Pafiage 
‘«¢ of Scripture is brought in; whether only in a 
way of Allufion to fome Part of the Holy Scrip- 
ture, of accommodating the facred Language to 
the Subject treated of, or elfe more directly refer- 
ring to fome particular Text, as thus it is writ- 
ten, thus faith the Evangelift, or the Apoftle, &c. 
or otherwife arguing or reafoning upon it in 
fuch manner, as implies and requires that parti- 
cular Reading we meet with: Or whether it be 
«< commenting upon a Text; where an Author 
‘¢ muft be fuppofed more efpecially to confule his 
‘© Books, and fet down exactly as it ftood there: 
« Or Jaftly, criticizing upon a Text, and taking 
particular Notice how the Greek Copies read in 
his Time. It fhould alfo be obferved, whether 
an Author takes notice of a Text but once, or 
‘¢ but feldom, or whether he does it very often : 
«¢ For a frequent Repetition will make the flighter 
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* kinds of Reference deferve the more Regard ; 
«s whereas a fingle Inftance or two of that fort 
“¢ will be more eafily imputed toa Slip of Memo- 
«© ry, or a cafual Miftake, tho’ fometimes perhaps 
“¢ rather to a particular Point in View, which re- 
«< fpeéted only a Text in Part. And finally it 
s¢ fhould be obferved, whether an Author be uni- 
‘¢ form and confiftent with himfelf, or different 
‘¢ and various: If a Text be found differently ex- 
“ prefled by the fame Author, we fhall often be at 
«© a lofs to know, which he efteemed the right ; and 
«¢ fometimes perhaps he may be wrong in each; 
“ and yet fometimes too it may be eafily difcover- 
«¢ ed, that one Paflage was defigned to exprefs the 
‘¢ Text more exactly, and another was only a Re- 
“ ference by Memory, and from thence proceeded 
«© the Variation. 

Another Thing proper to be done, in appeal- 
ing to the Fathers for the Genuinenefs of a Text, 
is, 

2. Zo compare their Writings one with another, 
and inquire what Teftimony arifes from them upon 
the whole. * If itbe a Point generally taken no- 
<< tice of, and generally agreed in; if we meet with 
«6 no contrary Voice, or none worth regarding ; 
«‘ and fome arguing for it, and commenting and 
‘¢ criticifing upon it; this will afford the cleareft 
¢ and the ftrongeft Teftimony, than which more 
<¢ need not be defired, nor indeed can well be 
«¢ had:”’ And ought to be admitted, “ not for an 
<¢ infallible Rule to determine of itfelf, concerning 
“© the Genuinenefs of a Text, but for a“Witnefs how 
‘«< the Fathers read in their Times, and what they 
<¢ thought to be the true Reading of it. 

But to judge of this Matter with the more Pro- 
priety and Exactnefs, another Thing to be done, 
is, 
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3. To compare the Evidence that arifes from exa- 
mining the Writings of the Fathers, with what ap- 
pears to be the Reading of the Greek MSS. in ge- 
neral, and fee how well they are agreed together. 
sc Where the MSS. in general and the Fathers do 


& 


agree, it muft be fomewhat very extraordinary, 
¢ 


that will make it reafonable to believe, that they 
are altogether in a Miftake : Nay, that Evidence 
from the Fathers muft be very ftrong, which 
will make it reafonable to think the Greek MSS. 
agreeing in general among themfelves, are mi- 
{taken : A cafual Citation of a Text will not be 
*© enough for this; nor a bare Comment upon a 
‘© Verfion, where it varies from the Original ; 
much lefs will this do, where oppofite Teftimo- 
nies can be produced from Greek Writers; and 
efpecially where thofe oppofite Teftimonies are 
‘¢ fo full upon the Point, as does imply, that they 
«© found the Reading which they mention, in the 
‘© Greek Copies which were in Ufe in their Days. 
One thing farther, that Mr. Berriman takes notice 
of under this Head, is, The Ufe which is to be made 
of a Negative Argument drawn from the Fathers 
not mentioning a Text of Scripture where it might 
be expefted. Tothis it may be very truly faid, 
that ‘* divers Writings of the ancient Fathers have 
“© been loft; and a Text which is not found in 
*¢ tchofe which have come down to us, might have 
‘© been in thofe which are loft.” But Mr. Berri- 
man \ays no Strefs upon this, he only confiders the 
Cafe with regard to thofe Writings which may be 
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now confulted. And here ‘this Negative Argu-' 


“ ment will be of little Weight, where it refpects 
*¢ the Writings of one Author only: And where it 
‘¢ is built only upon fome particular Part of his 
‘¢ Works, and that Author has himfelf taken no- 
¢ tice of the Text in other Places, it will be of 
** no Weight at all: Nay, if but one or two only 
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‘ have made mention of a Text, this will bea better 
¢s Proof that it was read in their Days, than any 
<¢ Omiffion of their Contemporaries, or of thofe 
¢¢ that lived after them, will be a Proof that it 
“© was not.”———But let the moft be made of this 
Argument, “ it can only furnifh out Matter of* 
<¢ Doubt and Inquiry ; it can at moft amount to no 
ss more than prefumptive Evidence: One plain 
«s Proof from the original MSS. or the ancient 
¢* Verfions, will weigh it down, unlefs ic can be 
«¢ fhewn, that they have been altered and cor- 
© rupted. 

III. And fo we pafs on to a third Rule for di- 
ftinguifhing, between a genuine and a various Read- 
ing, which is this, viz. To confult the feveral Ver- 
fions of the New Teftament into various Languages, 
and efpecially [uch of them as were earlieft made, 
and made direétly from the Greek, and the MSS. 
whereof are of the beft Credit and Antiquity. 

The F-vidence thefe can furnifh us, -will deferve 
¢o be confidered with fome Attention. Now here 
it fhould, in the firft Place, be made appear, that 
the feveral Verfions we confult or inquire after, 
were made immediately from the Greek Original : 
For the Defign of confulting them, for the prefent 
Purpofe, being to find out how the Greek Copies 
read when they were tranflated ; thofe Verfions, be 
fure, which were made from other Verfions, and 
not from the Greek, will afford no Light in this In- 
quiry, and can only be referred up to to thofe from 
which they were tranflated. 

The Verfions to be confidered efpecially in the 
prefent Queftion are, the Ethiopic and Armenian, 
the Arabic and Coptic, the Syriac and the Latin : 
And how far any of thete have been derived from 
the fame Greek Copies, or been fupplied or mended 
one by another, will deferve to be inquired. Thefe 
feveral Verfions, it is allowed, were made each of 
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them direétly from the Greek > An Account will 
hereafter be given of each of chem diftinétly. 

We are alfo to inquire after the Age and Date 
of the feveral Verfions: For the Antiquity of the 
Verfions will point out the Antiquity of the Greek 
Copies they were tranflated from, and the lets an- 
cient they are, the lefs of Courfe their Authority 
will be. There have been feveral different Ver- 
fions into one and the fame Language ; fome earli- 
er and fome later: It is not enough therefore to 
fhew, that any particular Verfion read any Text in 
fuch or fuch a Manner, when the facred Writings 
of the New Teffament were firft tranflated into that 
Language; unlefs it appears, that the Verfion from 
which fuch Reading is produced, be that fame 
Verfion which was tranflated at the firit: Juft as it 
would be out of the way, toalledge any Text out of 
the Engli/o Tranflation of the Bible, tranflated in the 
Reign of Famesl. to prove the Reading of that 
Text in the Engli/o Tranflations in the Reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, or Edward V1. or before; or to 
argue, that the earlieft 4rabic Verfion had fuch or 
fuch a peculiar Reading of any Text, becaufe that 
which is now in ufe has it. 

Another thing to be confidered upon this Subject 
is, the Antiquity and Number of the MSS. which 
were made ufe of in the Editions of the feveral Ver- 
fions that have been publifhed to the World. The 
Age of the MSS. will go fome way towards fettling 
the Age of the Verfions, and will raife their own 
Authority, in Proportion as it brings them nearer 
to the Time when the Verfions were made. 

The Number of MSS. that have been ufed, will 
alfo help to fhew what was the true Reading of the 
Verfions: —~ The greater the Number is of the 
MSS. which have been confuited, by the feveral E- 
ditors of the Verfions, and the greater Agreement 
in any particular Reading which has been found a- 
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mong them; the ftronger will be the Proof, that 
fuch Reading was contained in thofe Verfions when 
they were firft tranflated. 

In the laft Place, it deferves to be inquired, how 
far the feveral Ver/ions do agree among themfelves, 
and how far they agree with or differ from the 
Greek. ‘* However Greek MSS. or Verfions in 
‘¢ other Languages, may vary in leffer Matters, 
¢¢ and what Uncertainty foever there may be as toa 
<¢ particular Text ; there is no doubt to be made, 
“¢ but that the Chriftian Doctrine, as it was firft de- 
¢¢ Jivered by Chrift and his Apoftles, has been 
€¢ faithfully tranfmitted down to us, both in the o- 
<¢ riginal Greek and the feveral Verfions, without 
“© any material Alteration, Where the Greek MSS. 
«¢ are univerfally agreed in any particular Text, 
“this Authority muft weigh down every Thing 
<< that can be produced from the Verfions; tho? it 
«© may be very juftly queftioned, whether one Text 
«¢ can be produced wherein the Verfions are united 
«¢ in fuch a general Oppofition. Where the Greek 
ss MSS. are divided, the Verfions agreeing among 
« themfelves, may help to determine which Read- 
« ing ought to be preferred: Where the Verfions 
“¢ are divided, thofe of the beft Authority, as the 
“ Vulgar Latin and the Syriac, undoubtedly fhould 
«« take place.” If there be any Text of Scripture, 
the true Reading of which cannot be fettled by com- 
paring the original Text and the feveral Verfions to- 
gether, taking in likewife what Help can be pro- 
cured from the Fathers, we muft have Recourfe to 
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- another Rule, in order to diftinguifh between a ge- 


nuine and a various Reading, which is, 

IV. To examine the different Readings produ- 
ced from the original MSS. Fathers, and Verfions, 
and compare them with the Context and other pa- 
rallel Places, and the general Tenour of the Scrip- 
ture Doctrine ; and impartially determine, upon a 
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whole View of the Cafe, which Reading is to be 
efteemed the true one. 

‘© Concerning the particular State of the Reading 
itfelf, ic may be confidered ; whether the Quefti- 
«© on be about a Text redundant or defective, or 
‘“¢ expreffing the fame Paffage in a different Man- 
«¢ ner; and whether a Variation were more likely 
‘¢ to happen in tranfcribing or tranflating into ano- 
¢< ther Language: And concerning the Context 
“< and other Pafflages of Scripture it muft be faid, 
«© that no Reading ought to be admitted that does 
“ not agree with them, and that what does beft 
‘© correipond therewith, does fo far carry the great- 
eft Probability of being the true one—— Where 
a Text is read differently ; where the Queftion is 
«© not concerning an Omiffion to be fupplied, or a 
«> Redundance to be pared off, but a different 
<¢ Manner of exprefling the fame Paflage ; it fhould 
“© be confidered, whether the Variation be in a 
«© Sentence, or a Word, or a Letter; and which 
“ way it might moft probably happen: Some are 
‘¢ plainly nothing but the Ignorance or Heedlefsnefs 
‘© of Tranfcribers, and fome may have been owing 
to the Rafhnefs of Critics, and fome to the Decay 
‘© of Time, and the Likenefs of one Letter to an- 
‘© other: But upon comparing the Evidence for the 
“© feveral Readings together, it will be either eafy . 
‘<¢ to judge which of them is right ; or elfe it will 
‘s probably appear of very {mall Importance which 
«© of them is fo. 

This isthe Sum of Mr. Berriman’s firft Chapter, 
containing Directions for diftinguifhing between a ge- 
nuine and various Reading in the MSS. of the New 
Teftament. Thofe Paffages which are diftinguifhed by 
inverted Commas, are inhisown Words. As for the 
re{t, except the very Rules themfelves, which are in 
Italic, I have now and thencontra¢ted the Expreffion, 
in which our learned Author is f{omewhat diffufe, tho” 
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I have taken care never to alter the Sentiment. I 
have generally alfo omitted every thing that ferved 
only for the Illuftration of the main Points, for 
which, the Reader is to have Recourfe te the Origi- 
nal, and which he will not repent looking, af- 
ter. 
In the fecond Chapter Mr. Berriman reckons up 
and defcribes thofe Greek MSS. which contain St. 
Paul’s Epiftles only, or thefe together with any o- 
ther of the facred Writings, or only Part of them 
in Leifions and Epiftles ; and confiders their Read- 
ings of 1 Tim. ili. 16. As he goes along, he 
diftinguifhes, by certainMarks, fuch as are known 
to want thefaid Text, as not of any Authority inthe 
prefent Quettion ; fuch as may be fufpected to be de- 
tective 5 fuch as are fuppofed to be copied from any 
other here mentioned; thofe mentioned by Dr. 
Mill; and thofe few which he has feen himfelf,. 
He gives a Defcription likewife of thofe MSS. 
which have been particularly collated, in 1 Yim. iii. 
16, and of the Reading of which, in that Text, 
we have hitherto for the moft part had no particular 
Notice in our printed Books, There are twenty of 
thefe at Rome, fixteen in the Vatican Library, the 
other four in that of Cardinal Barbarini : The lat- 
ter were collated by the Librarian, and the Readings 
communicated to a learned Gentleman, who col- 
lated thofe in the Vatican, and from whom an Ac- 
count of both was tranfimitted to our Author. Dr. 
Walker, Archdeacon of Hereford, alfo collated feve- 
ral MSS. in the Text aforefaid, and communicated 
his Obfervations to Mr. Berriman, whohas inferted 
them in this Chapter. Thefe are followed by an 
Account of twelve MSS. in the King of Frauce’s 
Library at Paris; of feven in the Colbertine Libra- 
ry, lately added to that of the King of France ; 
and of fourteen, in the Library of Mr. Corfiu, 
| Bifkop 
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Bifhop of Metz, now in the Abbey of St, Germain’s 
at Paris. 

Having thus given an Idea of the Greek MSS. 
in general, to which we muft appeal in order to 
judge of the true Reading of this Text; Mr. Ber- 
riman, in the Sequel of this Chapter; proceeds to 
inquire how far the fevera] Readings ¢,°%:, ©«3;, are 
countenanced by them. I fhall juft mention thofe 
things which he enlarges on in the Courfe of this 
Examination. 

There has been no great Controverfy concerning 
#5; tho? more perhaps might be faid for it, than 
ever has been truly faid for 0 ; but for this laft, 
much has been faid, which will come under Confi- 
deration in this Inquiry, and of which the Reader 
will be able to form a proper Judgment, when he 
has furveyed the State of the Cafe, as our Author 
lays it before us. 

This Text has been grofly mifreprefented by the 
Socinian Writers, Our Author alledges divers Ex- 
amples of it. They affert, the Reading [%] is 
countenanced, firft, by all the ancient Tranflations, 
the Latin, Armenian and Syriac; then, by the Coun- 
cil of Nice; befides the Teftimony of Trinitarian 
Hiftorians, Men of Learning and Dignity, who, 
they fay, lived at the Time of the Corruption of 
this Text; as alfo by a vaft Number of the Left and 
oldeft Copies of the original Greek, and the Judg- 
ment of the ableft Critics upon them. 

Our Author undertakes to fhew how vain their 
Pretenfions are to thefe Authorities; and firft of all 
he takes them to tafk about the Greek MSS. If 
what they have faid upon this Point be true, he has 
been, he owns, exceedingly unfortunate in his In- 
quiries: For, he profefies, after the moft diligent 
Search he has been able to make, he could never 
meet with any certain Account, of fo much as one 
fingle MS. that has the Reading they contend for. 

He 
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He does not deny, that fome few have been ap- 
pealed to for this Purpofe; and he ftrictly examines 
what has been advanced to fupport fuch a Notion : 
Upon which he pronounces it utterly infufficient. 

The Reading o¢ is the next Subject of Inquiry. 
What has been faid concerning any SS. which 
might have had this Reading in former times, ts 
confidered in the third and fourth Chapters. 

Here Mr. Berriman concerns himfelf only with 
fuch, as have been tranfmitted to our Times, and 
wherein the Reading either is OC, or has been, 
fome way or other, liable to a Sufpicion of being 


0. . 

The firft he knows of this fort, that has been ta- 
ken notice of, is in the Library of M. Colbert, 
now added to the King of France’s Library at Pa- 
ris. To this may be added the Borner MS. which 
has likewife the Reading OC: But if this be (as is 
fuppofed) only a Tranfcript of Dr. Bentley’s MS. 
it muft be refolved into that, and can have no di- 
ftin& Authority of itsown. Dr. Bentleys MS. has 
the fame Reading ; with this Difference, that there 
is a Line over the two Letters thus OC: From 
whence that learned Critic is of Opinion, that this 
MS. was defigned to be OC i. e. O¢d¢: Bur the 
tranfverfe Line in the Letter Teta is entirely worn 
out, or perhaps omitted by Miftake. It is to be 
obferved, Mr. Berriman fays, that both the Borner 
and Dr. Bentley’s MSS. are amongft thofe that were 
written by Latin Scribes, little {killed in the Greek 
Language, and fo the more apt to make Miftakes in 
tran{cribing it. 

Among the MSS. which were collated for Kuffer’s 
New Teftament, one of which he calls Codex No- 
nus, and which is 1905 in the King of Frauce’s Li- 
brary, we might well conclude had @¢dés here, if it 
had been throughly collated; becaule Ku/ler takes 
no notice of any Variation. 
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«¢ The Alexandrian MS. has been reprefented as 
reading OC. Dr. Mili himfelf, at firft View, 
was inclined to think Oc the true Reading of it ; 
but affures us, in his Note upon the Place, thar 
after a narrower Infpection, he plainly difcover- 
ed the Traces of the old Line, and declares the 
Reading of this MS. to be od. Mr, Ausf, 
who collected the various Readings of this MS. 
in order to have them printed in the Polyg/ott Bible, 
took no notice of any various Reading here. 
And a learned Critic (who afterwards collated 
this MS. himfelf ) declared that it had been col- 
lated by Mr. Huifh with great Exactnefs; from 
whence it may be concluded, that both of them 
allowed the true Reading of this MS. to be ode. 
Mr. Wotton, who publifhed the Epiftles of Cle. 
mens Rom. in the Year 1718, declares it to be 
paft all doubt, thar it ever read ©C, 4. ¢. Otdc, 
in this Place: As will appear, he fays, to any 
one, that accurately infpeéts it, and another 
Gentleman declares, that he faw the Alexandrian 
MS. above five and twenty Years ago, and that 
the old Line in the Letter © was then plainly to be 
feen. It was much about the fame time, that 
Mr. Wetftein, the learned Profeffor of Divinity 
at Amfterdam, was here in England, and collated 
this MS. and he has acknowledged exprefly, 
that, tho’ the middle Stroke of the © bas been 
evidently retouch’d, yet the fine Stroke, which 
was originally in the Body of the ©, 1s Disco- 
VERABLE AT EACH END OF THE FULLER 
STROKE OF THE CorRECTOR. Andhe add- 
ed farther, that this finer Stroke efcaped him at 
firft; and that his Difcovery of it afterwards 
was entered down by him ina loofe Paper, which 
was miflaid when he wrote his Prolegomena, or 
elfe this Matter had been there more exactly re- 
prefented, 
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“ Toall which Teftimonies, this of Mr. Berri- 


man’s may be added, that he has feveral times: 


carefully examined this MS. himfelf; and tho’ he 
could never perceive any Part of the old tranf- 
verfe Line by the naked Eye (nor others, who 
went with him, whofe Eyes were better than his) 
yet by the Help of a Glafs, and the Advantage 
of the Sun fhining on the Book, -he could fee 
fome Part of the old Line, towards the Left- 
hand of the new Stroke, within the Circle 
of the ©; and the fame was feen by twe Gentle- 
men, who viewed it at the fame time; one of 
whom alfo-could difcern fome Remainder of the 
old Line, towards the Right-hand, as well as 
the othér towards the Left. And therefore, if at 
any time hereafter the old Line fhould become 
altugether indifcernable, there will never be juft 
Caufe to doubt, but that the genuine and origi- 


nal Reading of this MS. ‘was ©C, 7. é€. ©e3,3 and 


that the new Strokes, added at the Top, and 
inthe Middle, by the Corrector, were not defign- 
ed to corrupt and falfify, but to preferve and per- 
petuate, the true Reading, which was in danger 
of being loft by the Decay of Time.’ 

“© Patricins Funius, i.e. Patric Young, was Li- 
brarian to King Chartes the Firft, when this MS. 
was fent over for a‘Prefent from Conftantinople ; 
and he retouched this MS. (moft probably in 
this, as he did) in divers other Places; and more 
efpecially’ towards the Beginning and the End, 
where it had fuffered moft: But then the Cha- 


¢ racter of the Perfon+—will not fuffer us to think, 


that he any where defignedly altered and cor- 
rupted it. And as He could have no Tempta- 





tion to this ; fo the Manner’of his retouching the 
MS. in this Text, which no ways refembles the’ 
ancient Writing, and leaves Room for Part of 
the old traniverfe Line to be feen, will fufficient- 
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«© ly clear him from any fuch Imputations. 
<¢ And as his intimate Acquaintance with this MS. 
«s Jeaves little Room to fufpect, that he fhould be 
«© miftaken about the Reading of this Place, fo the 
«© Traces of the old Line, which have been formerly 
¢¢ feen by divers Perfons, and may be difcerned e- 
¢¢ ven at this Day, put it paft all Difpute, that he 
<¢ did not miftake the Reading of it. And it 
«¢ may be very reafonably fuppofed, that the Line 
«© which may be difcovered even now, was more 
“ vifible in his time (above, a hundred Years ago) 
and feen by divers Perfons about that Time; and 
particularly, mot a great while after, by Mr. 
“© Huifh; who, we may well prefume, fet 
‘© down no various Readings here; becaufe he clear- 
“© ly faw that the true Reading of the MS. in this 
«© Place was ©cg¢. There is, indeed, fo much Si- 
*¢ militude between OC and © theAbbreviation of 
‘¢ ©cdc, and the fine Strokes in the Middle of the 
‘© Abbreviation become often fo little vifible, thro’ 
< Length of Time (as appears particularly in the 
“© Alexandrian MS. in divers other Places ;) that 
¢¢ Jittle Queftion is to be made, but from this 
«© Source has arifen the Miftakes that have happen- 
«6 ed in the MSS. that read OC in this Text, or 
«¢ have been fuppofed to read fo. 
- And now as to the Reading ©ed¢; that, Mr. 
Berriman fays, is not only countenanced by the Au- 
thority of the J/exandrian MS. and that of Lin- 
coln-College, and the Prefumptions and Probabili- 
ties of the Clermont, Kujfter’s Codex Nonus, Dr. 
Bentley’sand the Borner MSS. but it is confirmed 
by the whole Current of them; without any cer- 
tain allowed Variation, excepting ‘what we meet 
with in the Colbert only. It is found, as far as our 
-Author can learn, in all the other MSS, that 
haye been confulted, where the Text is found,—— 
And the diligent Search which has been made after 
the 
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the reading of MSS. in this Text, whether to give 
Authority to the vulgar Latin, or elfe either to re- 
fute or confirm one Proof of the Deity of Jeéfus 
Chrift, will lead us to conclude, that other MSS. 
with the Readings of which we have not been ex- 
prefly acquainted, do alfo read ©¢ds here. | 
But we may fafely reft the Merits of the Caufe 
upon thofe MSS. which have been certainly colla- 
ted, and do read o¢ds in this Text exprefly. And 
thefe are no lefs than 91: Twenty-five among thofe 
collated by Dr. Mili, and his Friends, and other 
Editors of the New Teftament ; fixteen at Rome ; 
forty-feven collated by Dr. Walker, a double MS. 
belonging to the public Library at Cambridge, No. 
496; and the Faber MS. taken notice of by Mr. 
Weiftein. 
«© The MSS. that have been mentioned as hav- 
«© ing any various Reading, if they were ever fo 
clear and full, can never ftand againft this Evi- 
dence ; but as they are dubious and divided; as 
there is not one certainly for O; and but one, or 
two at the moft, certainly for OC; as Oéds is 
the prefent, and moft likely the true, Reading 
of one of the difputed MSS. i.e. the Clermont; 
and swo of them (Kufter’s Codex Nonus, and 
Dr. Bentley’s MS.) incline to that Reading, 
with the greateft Probability ; and the Borner 
and Bentley MSS. may be confidered as one ard 
the fame; and the Colbert MS. might be an eafy 
Miftake of the Scribe in writing OC for 6c; fo 
inftead of fetting up thefe MSS. to ftrive againft 
the Stream ,; we may rather allow they fall in with 
it, and unite in forming that ftrong Current of the 
Greek MSS. in reading o<ds. Upon the whole, 
therefore, it muft be concluded, that, as far as 
the Greek MSS. are concerned, and their Au- 
thority will go, the clear undoubted Reading of 
: Tim. ill, 16. 1S NOt 0 mmm OF 06, —— but 
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“ @Qéeo: éparspa0n év oupxi: not which — or who— 
‘© but GOD was manifeft in the Fleb. 

The Reafons which will bear down fuch an Au- 
thority as this, muft be very clear and ftrong, 
Whether any fuch can be produced or not, will-ap- 
pear in the Sequel of this Inquiry. 

The Method Mr. Berriman has propofed will 
Jead him, in the next Place, to examine what Au- 
thorities there are for any Reading of this Text, a- 
mong the ancient Writers of the Church: This is 
the Bufinefs of the third Chapter; an Account where- 
of will be given in another Article, 





ARTICLE IU. 


Dr PEMBERTON’S Anfwer to Dr. Jurin’s 
Paper publifhed in the Hiftory of the Works 
of the Learned for the aft Month. 


S Dr. Furin ftill affects to infift, that I have 

not given an Interpretation of the whole 

Lemma +, he ought to name fome particular Part 
of the Lemma, which I have not interpreted. 

I have fet down diftinétly all the Conditions af- 
cribed to the Quantities in this Lemma, and have 
explained the Senfe, in which the Conclufion is to 
be underftood *: What Part therefore of this Lem- 
ma have [ not interpreted ? 

Upon what Pretence Dr. Furin afferts, that I 
have not attempted to fhew, how thofe, Suppofiti- 
ons, and that Conclufion, which I have Jaid down, 
flow from the very Words of Sir I/aac Newton 1, 


+ Hilt. of the Works ofthe Learned for June, 1741. p. 462. 


* See Hit. of the W. of the L. for Jan. 1741. p. 74, Se. 
4 Hift. of the Works of the Learned for June, 1741. p. 462. 
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I cannot imagine. For I firft gave a plain and di- 
rect Tranflation of Sir L/zac Newton’s Words 5 
then expreffed the Conditions ftated in this Lemma 
in fuch Terms, as I apprehended every intelligent 
Reader, by comparing them with the Tranflation 
prefixt, would fee tobe conformable to the Senfe of 
thofe Words, and for Dr. Furin’s fake I divided my 
Defcription of thofe Conditions into diftinét Heads, 
according to Philalethes’s Viethod, I next produ- 
ced Examples of the feveral kinds of Quantities, to 
which this Lemma is applicable, and from thence 
fhewed, how Sir //aac Newton’s Conclufion muft 
be underftood ; and that I might not-be charged 
with putting an unwarrantable Conftruction upon 
the Words, wherein that Conclufion is exprefied, I 
cited the Example of other Geometers, who had 
delivered themfelves in a fimilar Manner +. This 
was the readieft way, I could devife, for deriving 
Sir Ifaac Newton’s Meaning from his Words, And 
what I have done is fo far from appearing to me in- 
fufficient, that I make no queftion, but Dr. Furin 
is himfelf convinced of the Truth of every Part of 
my Interpretation. 

The Boaft under the Name of Philalethes was, 
that, if I ventured to give an Interpretation of this 
Lemma, he would take upon him to demontftrate, 
either that it was a falfe Interpretation, or, in cafe 
it were true, that it was to all-Intents and Purpofes 
the fame.with his*. Now as Dr. Furin has not fo 
much as infinuated, that myInterpretation is the fame 
asPhilalethes’s,where is the promifed Demonftration, 
that mine is falfe? Two Objections have indeed 
been made, Thatthe Phrafe in Gregory of St. Vin- 
sent, which I compared with Sir J/aac Newton’s 1, 


Pes of the Works of the Learned for Jan. 1741. p. 
74, Se. 
* Append. to the-Repub. of Letters for Decrmb. 1736. p. 27. 
f Hitt. of the Works of the Learned for Jan. 1741. p. 77- 
was 
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was uféd by that Author, not in demonftrated Pro- 

fitions, but in a Definition only + ; and that fome 
of the Quantities did not belong to this Lemma, 
which I had referred to it, viz. vanifhing Quanti- 
ties*, The firft of thefe, I have let Dr. Furin 
know, is directly falfe in Fact |; and nothing could 
more manifeft, than the fecond, how very little he 
underftands of the Subjeét, he has undertaken to 
difpute about ; I have fhewed by a direét Quotati- 
on from Sir J/aac Newton, that within a few Pages 
of the very Lemma, Sir lfaac Newton himfelf ap- 
plies this Lemma to fuch Quantities §. Dr. Surin 
being confuted in thefe two Exceptions, has found 
nothing farther to object againft the Truth of what 
I have writ: So that there is no Room left to 
doubt of his being at length convinced, that] have 
rightly explained the Lemma in every Part. If he 


is not, I herecall upon him a third time to name a- 


ny Particular, wherein he apprehends my Interpre- 
tation to be falfe, or not agreeable to Sir //aac New- 
ton’s Words. If he cannot do this; to pretend to 
be ftill unfatisfied, tho’ he is unable to object againft 
the Truth of my Interpretation in any one Inftance, 
is certainly the moft unreafonable Contentioufhefs, 
and can only arife from the Perplexity, into which 
he is thrown, now he finds himfelf miftaken, by 
reflecting on the Contempt due to his Pedantry, 
Abufivenefs, and childith Infolence. 


+ Hift. of the Works of the Learned for April, 1741. p. 298. 
* Ibid. p. 299. 

4. Ibid, for May, 1741. p. 368. 

§ Kid. p. 367. 
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The Manner of diftinguifbing antique Medals 
from fuch as are counterfeit. A Diferta- 
tion: Tranflated from the Original printed 
at Paris, 1740. Printed for J. and P. Knap- 
ton, at the Crown in Ludgate-ftreet. 


U R Author obferves, that as the diftinguifh- 
ing’ of antique Medals from fuch as are coun- 
terfeit, is the firft Point of Knowledge neceflary 
for a Virtuofo, that attempts to form Colleétions of 
Medals; it is ftrange, that in the Multitude of Au- 
thors, which have for near an hundred Years paft 
wrote upon the Science of Medals, there fhould not 
be fo much as one who has fet hinielf to deliver a- 
ny fure Rules for difcriminating which are true and 
which are falfe. 

The counterfeiting of Medals is not the Praétice 
only of our Time. William du Choul, who lived 
about 200 Years ago, has in his Book of the Reli- 
gion of the old Romans, printed the Stamps of two 
Medals of ./grippa, one of gréat Brats, on the Re- 
verfe whereof appears the Pantheon ; the other of 
Silver, which had on the Reverie a Neptune in a 
Chariot drawn by two Sea-Horfes, with this Le- 
gend, Aquoris hic omnipotens. Thefe two Medals, 
our Author fays, were certainly falfe. 

Anthony Lepois, Contemporary with du Choul, in 
his Treatife of Medals, cites likewife feveral others 
of the fame kind; fuch as Scipio Africanus of 
Brafs, the Pons Alius on the Reverie of drian, 
anda Pefrennius Niger of Gold, which hath not 
been met with fince that time. 

Soon after this the famous Falfifiers of Medals, 
known by the Names of the Paduan and Parmefan, 

| made 
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made their Appearance in Jraly. Holland too af- 
forded one named Curteron, and fome others equal- 
ly fkilful, who difperfed an infinite Number of talfe 
Medals; moft of them indeed exquifitely wrought, 
but ftill far behind the Antique in Force and Delica- 
cy. The greateft Part of thefe Medals are now 
known by the Name of the Paduan: And they 
are the firft our Author fpeaks of in this Tradt, 
which he has divided into ten Articles. 

~ Under the firft Article he tells us, chat fine Col- 
leétions may be formed of thefe Padzaxz Counterfeits, 

as well in Medallions, or in Greek Medals of Gold, Sil- 

ver, and Brafs, as in Roman Medals, equally in all the 

three Vietals 5 but efpecially in Medallions of Cop- 

per and the great brafs. Moft of the Copper Me- 

dallions of the Roman Empire which are-{purious, 

have been copied after the Antique ; there are alfo 

engraved on them feveral new Reverfes, which were 
never feen on antique Medals. 

The twelve firft Emperors have been counterfeit- 
ed vaftly often in Brafs, The Counterfeiters chiefly 
applied themfelves to imitate the Heads which were 
rareft in their kind, fuch as thofe of Tiberius, Otho, 
(of which there is not an antique Lazin one tobe 
found, but what is of the Colony of Antioch, or of 
Egyptian Niake, in the three Sizes of Brafs) Vitel- 
lius, Pertinax, and the two Gordians otf Africa, 
the Agrippina of Claudius, the Domitia (which is 
hardly ever to be met with,) the three Wives of 
Trajan’s Family, the Anna Fauftina, and Tranquil- 
lina. It is not however difficult, our Author fays, 
to diftinguifh thefe from fuch as are genuine, if the 
following Rules are carefully obferved: 

1. All the Paduan Medals of great Brafs are ge- 
nerally of a Flank much thinner than the Antiques, 
2. They are neither fo worn, nor fo pared and eaten 
away as theothers. 3. The Letterson them feem 
modern, thatis, of the fame Character as thofe of 
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the Medals of our Time. 4. When they have a- 
ny Varnifh, it is ufually black, greafy, and fhine- 
ing, and is foft; whereas the Antique is extremely 
bright, and as hard as the Medal icfelf. 5. The 
Borders of them have always been filed ; which is 
more or lefs eafily difcoverable, if one confiders 
them with any Degree of Attention. Laffly, they 
are always veryround, whereas the others are lefs 
regular, efpecially fince the Reign of Trajan. | 

The Medallions of the fame Metal are likewife 
eafily diftinguifhable by the fame Rules. All from 
Fulius Cefar to Adrian’s time are to be greatly 
fufpected, except a very fmall Number, which are 
to be found only in the choiceft Cabinets. Thole 
of the following Reigns are as eafilyto be known; 
they bear the fame Marksof Impofture as the fpuri- 
ous ones of great Brafs, they have the fame Make, 
the fame Varnifh, the fame Borders, 

The Imperial Medals of Silver or Gold, and 
the Greek Medals of modern Coin, are eafily to be 
deteéted, of whatever Metal they are compofed. 
If the Borders of them are fometimes likely to im- 
pofe on People, the Letters eafily betray the Coun- 
terfeit, as they diftinguith the true Medal: For in 
what manner foever a Medal is counterfeited, the 
Letters thereon are always falfe: “* And this is the 
*¢ only Circumftance whereby to diftinguifh a fuf 
¢s pected Medal, when one hath nor yet acquired 
<¢ that fure Tafte of the Work and Coinage of the 
‘© Ancients, which enables one immiediately to 
‘¢ judge of what is genuine, | r 


ArTic Le II. 
Of Medals caft upon fuch as are of modern Coining. 
Thefe abound in all thofe Cabinets which have 


not been formed by a mafterly Hand. It is indeed 
| much 
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much eafier to counterfeit them in this manner, than 
if they were caft upon an Antique ; becaufethey are 
often worn, and have loft Part of their Charms 
through Age, (except thofe of Gold, which are al- 
moft always fair and well preferved,) whereas the 
Medals of the Paduan Stamp are ftill in all their 
Beauty, and take much finer in a Mould than o- 
thers.——-- They are fometimes harder to be difco- 
vered than the original Counterfeits upon which 
they are formed ; becaufe in cafting them one may 
give them whatever Thicknefs one pleafes. They 
are not however more difficule to be unmafked, 
than thofe of modern coining ; provided the fore- 
going Rules are obferyed, and that we remember, 
thefe Kinds of Medals are lighter than thofe which 
have beén ftruck, becaufe the Fire rarifies the Me. 
tal that is melted; whereas that which is beaten mutt 
be condenfed, and become confequently more 
weighty. — The Reverfes of falfe Medals frequent- 
ly impofe on Novices in this Study ; and accord- 
ingly it is ufually the firft Rule by which the Virtuof 
examine a Medal. Icisa Maxim with the generali- 
ty of thefe, that the Borders juftify the Field of the 
Medal, and that the Field ferves in its turn to juitify 
the Borders. But nothing, our Author fays, is more 
fallacious than this Rule, in fome Refpect. We 
have a great Number of Silver Medals, the Re- 
verfes whereof were filed and rounded in the times 
of the Romans, for certain Purpofes. Thefe have 
been often looked upon as flifpeéted Pieces, tho’ 
they are cértainly Antique. On the other hand, 
there is an infinite Number of falfe Medals, that 
have their Borders corroded, as if they had fuffered 
the Injuries of many Ages: This is done by covet- 
ing the Borders of a falfe Medal with Wax, then 
pricking the Wax in feveral Places, and filling the 
Holes with 4qua fortis, which eats into the Edges, 
E 4 and 
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and waftes them as much as if they had been of the 
firft Antiquity. 3 


ArTicve_e III, 


Medals caft upon Antiques. 
Thefe are lefs eafily difcoverable, than either the 
Paduan, or fuch as are caft upon modern Pieces ; 
becaufe when Cheats fet about cafting them, they 


take tochufe for the Print of the Mould an antique 


Medal, the beft preferved they can find..—They 
may caft them in this manner of all Sizesand Me- 
tals ; and whena fkilful Artift has touched them over 
with his Burin, they appear frequently as natural as 
the Antiques: And the rather, in that, as they only 
counterfeit fuch Heads and Reverfes as are rare, the 
Operators, in order the better to impofe on their 
Purchafers, ufe for their Matter fome antique com- 
mon Medals, that were coined at the fame.time with 
thofe which they counterfeit, that fo the Silver may 
be of the fame Standard. 

Antiquaries ought to be extremely on their guard, 
with Reference to this Sort of Medals, There are 
very few Cabinets in which there are not fome of 
them: Such was the Pacatian of the late Father 
Stephen Chamillard ; fuch alfo at prefent is the fa- 
mous Medal in fine Silver of Magni a Urbica, in 
the Cabinet of the late Abbe Leroy at Paris, which 
impofed on Abundance of Virtuof. All the 
large Heads are particularly to be miftrufted. The 
Wives of Trajan, the Pertinax, the Didius Fulia- 
nus, Pefcennius Niger, the two Gordians of Africa, 
the Zranquillina, and the Corneli a fupera have been 
imitated a thoufand and a thoufand times. , 

Todifcover thefe Medals, it is neceffary to exa- 





mine, (1.) The Letters: (2.) The Field of the 


Medal. When a Medal hath not been ftruck in a 
aes oe . Die,’ 
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Die, as all the Antiques were, excepting only a few 
of Brafs, the Letters on them are not fo regular; 
they do not project from the Field of the Medal 
with the fame Plainnefs and Elegance as thofe of the 
Antiques; they are more faded; and if the Burin 
has been at work, we difcover its Touches. We 
mutt follow a Legend clofely, from one End to the 
other, and’ fee whether all the Letters are of the 
fame Tafte, and entirely uniform, and all come for- 
ward with the fame Equality; for if there be a De- 
feét as to any of thefe Conditions, the Medal is to 
be fufpected. 

The Field fhould likewife ferve to determine the 
Truth of a Medal. -This is never fo even in thofe 
which are caft, as in thofe that are itruck: One 
may always fee in it a certain Hollownefs, and fome 
Cavities caufed by the Sand. Thefe Defeéts in- 
deed may be concealed in Medals of Brafs by Ma- 
Sih and falfe Varnith ; but not in  thofe of Gold and 

ilver. 


Articre IY. 


Antique Medals refitted, the Heads and Figures 
whereof are changed. 


A Man mutt be very well verfed in the Mecha- 
nifm of Medals to keep himfelf from being deceiv- 
ed by thofe of this kind. The greater Part of them 
are forged in /taly ; and it is only the rareft Heads, 
and the great Reverfes, which are counterfeited on 
them. The Workmen in this fort of Villany find- 
ing, that the other Species of talle Medals were be- 
come too well known to be obtru led upon any but 
the Ignorant, ‘formed the Defigi: we are now {peak- 
Ing of, which cannot be dec. éted without the gr eat- 
eft Circumfpeétion, and wiich has impofed even 
upon feveral fkilful Viriwji » And that Js, of cak- 
t,o ing 
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ing a common antique Medal, and turning it into a 
rareone; of difguifing, for Inftance, a Claudias in 
Brafs, of the Colony of Antioch, into an Otho; a 
Fauftina the Mother, a Medallion of Potin, or yel- 
low Copper, into a Titiana;, a Fulia of Severas in 
Silver, into a Didia Clara; a Mattinus of Cologne, 
into a Pefcennius Niger; an Orbiana of great Brafs, 
into an Annia Fauftina ; a Mammea, into a Tran- 
guillina, a Philip the Father, or Valerian of great 
Brafs, into an Zmilian, &c. 

When the Heads do not fo nearly refemble one 
another,as the above-mentioned, able Cheats know 
very well how to retouch them with the Burin, fo 
asto make them alike. They generally ufe a Mar- 
cus Aurelius of Brafs to turn it into a Pertinax : 
But as thefe two Emperors are not very like onean- 
other, they take Care to chufe a Marcus Aurelius 
on the Reverfe of his Confecration, which is a Re- 
verfe that we meet with too in a Pertinax; they thick- 
en the Beard of Marcus Aurelius; they make the 
Nofe bigger; and when the Name is changed with 
Addrefs and Skill, fuch a Piece, which hath a ge- 
nuine Reverfe, and other Marks of Antiquity be- 
fides, is very capable of cheating even a Connoif- 
eur. 

f Thefe antique Medals thus difguifed are very 
common in Cabinets, efpecially in the Series of 
great and middle Brafs, which the Varnifh beft dif- 
guifes. The chief Criterion to know them by is the 
Infcription; And yet there are in Italy fome Ope- 
rators, that by Jong Prattice have acquired the Art 
of changing the Letters of thefe in fuch a manner, 
as to impofe even on many Virtuof. Our Author 
fays, he has known very fkilful Medalifts divided 
in their Sentiments about a Titiani of Potin, of E- 
gyptian coining, which was only a Fauftina difguif- 
ed. The Ce/oma in Gold, of the late Mr. Lebret’s 
Cabinet, was of this kind; as foon as it arrived at 
Paris, 
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Paris, it was perceived to be an Agrippina the Mo- 
ther, on the’ Reverfe of Catiguia; her Name 
had been taken out to fubfticute that of Ce/onia ; 
and by the Help of this Alteration, it had impofed 
on all the Antiquaries of Provewce. Our Author 
adds, that he had feen in the Hands of the Bifhop 
of Die, a Claudius of this kind, changed into an 
Otho of the Colony of Antioch, which this Prelate 
had firft difcovered not to be genuine, and which 
was wrought with a furprifing Are. 

 Befides the Heads, they refit the Reverfes, A 
Medal may be fine on the Side of the Head, and 
yet be worn or eaten on the Reverfe-fide. Now if 
it be a Reverfe that is rare, and the Medal is of 
Brafs, they work it over again with the Burin, and 
revive all the Figures of it by hollowing a little 
into the Field of the Medal. Thefe Reverfes there- 
fore have not a due Relief ; and it is chiefly by this 
Mark the Impofture is difcovered. 

- There are alfo a great many Medals (of Brafs) 
the Reverfes of which are feemingly well preferved, 
but which however are entirely poftic. There are 
likewife antique Medals, the Heads of which they 
do not ufually touch ; butonly hollow the Reverfe, 
which they fill with a Maftic of fuch a Colour as 
Time hath given to the Medal, and faiten it fo 
firmly to the Metal, that there is no feparating them 
without Violence. They then engrave upon thefe 
Reverfes whatever they have a mind, varnifhing 
them on both Sides, in order to make of them the 
rareft and beft preferved Medals. Part however of 
the fineft Reverfes in great Brafs have’been more or 
Jefs refitted in this manner. , 
_ Thereare but few Seriefes in great Brafs, wherein 
we may not find great Plenty of thefe Medals, To 
diftinguifh them, one muft have acquired a fure 
Tafte of the Roman Coinage. In the mean-time, 
a Virtuofo fhould ever miftruft a Medal when he 
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fees it covered with a falfe Varnifh, and fhould 
prick the moft fufpicious Parts of it, to try whether 
they are of Maftic; he muft efpecially examine 
whether all the Parts of a Reverfe form an uniform 
Whole; fuch as a Medal, it is fuppofed, will be, 
when it hath been coined in a Die, engraved with 
Art and Exaétnefs ; and if he perceives any Ine- 
qualities therein, he ought to fufpect the Medal. 


ARTICLE V. 


Of Medals firuck with the Hammer, and [uch as — 
are incafted or joined together. 


Thefe are much of the fame kind as thofe of the 
foregoing Article, They are likewife common an- 
tique Medals, which fhould be well preferved. The 
way of managing them is thus: They file the Re- 
verfes of them all over, then Jaying the Head-fide 
(which they do not touch over at all) upon feveral 
Folds of thick Paper, that it may not be flatned, 
they put the modern Die upon the Reverfe-fide, 
and make it take the Impreffion by Blows of the 
Hammer. Thefe fpurious Reverfes ufually ftrike 
People with their Rarity ; the greateft Part of them 
not being to be found upon true and legitimate Me- 
dals. In this Cafe then the Medals carry their own 
Detection ; becaufe it may be known that moft 
of thefe Reverfes never really exifted upon antique 
Medals: Which ought to engage Collectors to ac- 
quaint themfelves intimately with the antique Im- 
prefies. Moreover, the hammered Medals are eafi- 
Jy to be diftinguifhed by the ever-fenfible Difference 
of the Coinage of the Head from that of the Re- 
verfe, which makes a Contraft eafy enough to be 
obferved. 

Incafted Medals are two Halves of common 
Medals joined together, and making one that is 
rare 
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rare and curious. It is ordinarily upon Medals of 
Brafs and Silver that this Fraud is practifed. Thus 
they make ufe of an Antoninus, and hollow its Re- 
verfe all over; then they prepare an Head of F2g- 
fina, and fit it to this Reverfe, which being joined 
together make one rare Medal. If the Medals 
thus joined are Brafs, they are careful to chufe them 
of the fame Colour and the fame Varnifh. What 
renders this Cheat the more hardly difcoverable is, 
that the Border of the hollowed Medal remains 
entire, and the other fits exactly into it. 

Thefe Medals are moft of them compofed of two 
Heads: Our Author has feen a good Number of 
them in Silver of the Family of Septimius Severus: 
But there are alfo fome of them that have Reverfes 
clapped to them in the fame manner ; fuch as the 
Amphitheatre of Titus Ve/pafian, which is found 
fometimes in great Brafs on the Reverfe of a Do- 
mitian. 

There are alfo Medals, as well of Brafs as Silver, 
that are two half Medals foldered together, by 
Workmen, who had not Skill and Dexterity enough 
to incaft them: But they are eafily known by the 


bare Infpection of the Edge, which is always: 


filed. 

We muft not however confound thefe incafted 
Medals with an infinite Quantity of antique ones, 
that we have in the three Metals, and of all Sizes, 
which have Reverfes that do not belong to the 
Heads they reprefent. Such Miftakes happened at 
the very time of their Coinage, by the Operators 
taking one Die for another. Thefe Reverfes are ve- 
ry frequent in the fmall Brafs at the Beginning of the 
lower medallic Empire, under the Reign ot Gallie- 
nus. The thirty Tyrants that fprung up one after ano- 
ther in this Prince’s Time, rofe up and difappeared 
fo quickly, for the moft Part, that the Workmen 
of the Mints in the Provinces ufurped by thefe 
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fhort-lived Soveraigns, had often but juft time 
enough to engrave the Heads of their new Mafters ; 
and {fo joined them tothe Reverfes of the precedent 
Reigns. Hence it is we feethe Pacator Orbis on 
the Reverfe of a Medal of Marius, who reigned 
only three Days; and an infinite Number of other 
the like Infcriptions. 


ArticLe VI. 
Of Medals that bave Cracks and Counter-marks. 


The Cracks that are feen on a great Number of 
antique Medals, efpecially of the great Brafs, have 
given Occafion to falfe Coiners to imitate this De- 
teét, that by the Help of a well-counterfeited 
Crack, they might make their falfe Medals pafs the 
eafier: And the greateft Part of {purious Medals 
have this equivocal Mark of Antiquity. To know 
whether thefe Cracks are counterfeit, we muft exa- 
mine the Medal on both Sides, and fee whether they 
are natural, whether they. wind and go on gradually 
leffening, till they end in certain imperceivable Fi- 
laments 3 and then .if we find in it al] thefe Condi- 
tions, we may conclude the Medal is antique, or ra- 
ther that the Flank is fo ; for the Medal may other- 
wife have fome of the Defeéts that have been atore- 
fpoken of. But if the Crack is broad at its Begin- 
ning, and ftrait, and does not terminate in the man- 
ner above related, we may judge it has been made 
by the File, and in fuch Cafes we may be fure of 
the Falfity of the Medal. 

Countermarked Medals are Pieces that have an 
antique Impreffion, which was ftamped upon them, 
when the Directors and Officers of the Mint of the 
Empire changed the Denomination of their current 
Value. Abundance of great and middle Brafs have 
thefe Countermarks in various Fafhions. In the 
high 
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high Empire we ufually find thefe Letters, N, P, 
R, O, B; orthefe N, C, A, P, R. 

Our Author has a Claudius of great Brafs, on the 
Reverfe of which is the Triumphal-Arch of his 
Father Drufus, with this Countermark, M, P. 
There are fome that have on them the Name of /4yz- 
uftus AUG, and others with the Senatus Con/fulto 
3 C. €fc. All thefe Medals of Brafs thus coun- 
termarked are Antiques; but they may pofflibly 
however be fpurious in fome other of the Refpects 
aforementioned. 


Articte VII. 
Of Medals that are plated, and of {uch as are mif- 


coined. 


Medals of Silver which are plated, may be ad- 
mitted undoubtedly for Antiques. Some Cheats 
therefore, knowing this to be one Criterion of a ge- 
nuineMedal, have invented a Method of counterfeit- 
ing it; viz. by piercing fome falfe, but well difguifed 
Medals of Silver with a red-hot Needle, the Fire 
of which reddens the Medals on the Infide, and 
makes fuch as do not examine the Matter clofely, 
fancy them to be plated. When we meet with this kind 
of Medals, if we are not fkilful enough to difcover 
them by fome other Tokens, we fhould prick them 
either in the Field or in the Borders, and.by that 
Experiment fatisfy ourfelves, whether they are really 
plated, and confequently Antique. 

Such as we call mifcoined Medals, our Au- 
thor thinks, were never counterfeited, and may 
be all confidered as certainly antique. Thetfe 
are a Sort of Medals that have the fame 
Head on both Sides, in Relief on one Side, and 
Hollow on the other. This is owing to the Hur- 
ry of the Coiner, who, ’ere he had taken off the 

Medal, 
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Medal, which had been ftruck immediately before, 
clapped on it a new Flank ; which having the Die 
above it, and the Medal, which had not been ta- 
ken away, underneath it, received on both Sides 
the Impreffion of the fame Head, in Relief and in 
Hollow ; but always {truck more imperfectly on the 
hollow Side, the Effort being much weaker on the 
Side of the Medal than on that of theDie. Thefe 
Medals are fcarce. ‘There are feveral of them in 
Gold and Silver, and fome of Brafs, efpecially of 
the Middle: Our Author does not remember to have 
feen one in great Brafs. We fometimes meet with 
rare Heads of this kind. 


Arricre VIII. 


Of caft Medals that are Antique, and of Medalli- 
ons compofed of different Coppers. 


Tho’ our Author has all along hitherto treated 
caft Medals as {purious ; it is neverthelefs certain, 
he tells us here, that there are fome Medals of Brafs 
which have been caft, and yet are really Antique.— 
Such are moft of the Medals and Medallions ot yel- 
low Copper, of the fame Fafhion as were made in 
the Reigns of the Emperors ; and fome others, 
which are Greek, either of the Make of 4,:tioch, or 
of fome other Greek Colonies; Many of thefe Sorts, 
1 fay, are caft; but ina Mold and of a Make fo 
vifibly antique, that there is no miftaking them. 

Our Author knows none of the Latin Medals, but 
thofe of the Pofthumi in great and middle Brafs, a- 
mong which we can find any that are caft. Mott 
of the Medals of thofe two Tyrants are indeed vi- 
fibly fo; but with fuch an Air of the Antique, as 
immediately convinces a Connoiffeur. 

Medallions were not the current. Money of the 
Empire, as all other Kinds of Medals were: But 
were 
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were ftruck as publick Memorials of Tranfaétions 
and Events; and were either thrown among the 
People at Plays, Triumphs, and the like Ceremo- 
nies, or given to foreign Ambaffadors and Princes. 
There are an infinite Number of thefe that-are fpu- 
rious, whether they be of modern Stamping, or 
only caft. Befides the foregoing Rules for the furer 
Difcovery of them, our Author directs us to mind 
whether they are not compofed of different Coppers, 
in which cafe they are Antique. The different 
Pieces of Copper whereof thefe are compofed, are 
not incorporated together, but one of them only 
inchafes the other, and both are ftruck with the fame 
Die, We may obferve in them, that the Letters of 
the Legend extend fometimes into both the Metals, 
and at other times they are only upon the inner, to 
which the firft Circle of Metal ferves only for a 
Border. 


Articre 1X. 
Of Medals that are mere'y invented, and of fuch as 


have been very feldom counterfeited. 


Such are the Greek Medals of Priamus, Paris, 


and Helena, of AEneas, Hercules, and feveral o- © 


ther Kings, Generals, and Philofophers, renowned 
in their Times; but whofe Memory was never tran{- 
mitted to Pofterity by Medals. There are likewife 
fome Latin ones of Aunibal, Scipio, Cicero, and o- 
ther like Heroes of Carthage and Rome, which are 
of the fame Clafs. 

The Confulary Medals were not counterfeited fo 
frequently as thofe of the Grecian Kings, and the 
Roman Emperors. 

The Medals which were coined in the Roman 
Colonies, are undeniably the moft curious Monu- 
ments that are left us of the Ruins of the Roman 

F Empire. 
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Empire. They have been yet lefs fubject to be 
counterfeited than the confulary Medals, by reafon 
of the Clumfinefs of their Fabric, which it isina 
manner impoffible to imitate : It is hard to find any 
of them, whereon the Figuresare tolerably preferv- 
ed, and the Legends in a Condition to be read. 
This is however the moft learned kind of Medals 
that we have. We may then confider all thefe 
as really Antiques; and our Author fays, he does 
not remember ever to have feen any of them that 
are {purious. 

The Medals or Coins called Quinarii, which is 
the fmalleft kind that we have, have been counter- 
teited as much as the reft of the Imperial Medals. 
There are found abundance of them that are caft, 
as well in Gold as in Silver. 

Among the Silver Medals of the confulary Fa- 
milies, there are found fome Pieces that have their 
Edges indented. We meet alfo with fome of this 
Sort among the Heads of the firft Roman Emper- 
ors, as of Fulius Cefar, Mark Anthony, and Augu/- 
tus. This Notching of them was done by Order of 
the Direétors of the Roman Mint, to fhew that they 
were good Money, and not plated. Thefe Me- 
dals are certainly Antiques, and never were coun- 
terfeited. 

The Medals that are ftiled Conturniati, are of 
two Sorts. There are fome of them Greek ones, 
which are generally, and with great Reafon, believ- 
ed to have been coined in Greece, in Honour of 
the great Men they reprefent ; and there are others 
that were {truck for fome Roman Emperors ; and 
it is thefe laft that are moft eafily met with, and u- 
fually ranged in the Series of great Brafs._—-T hefe 
Medals, which are of themoft fingular Fabric, and 
the leaft capable of being imitated, have not, as 
our Author has been able to obferve, ever been coun- 
terfeited : Only he has feen fome of them, the Fr- 
gures 
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gures whereof had been effaced by Time, and 
which had been retouched. Thereare none of them 
of much Worth. 

The laft kind of antique Medals, which have 
been preferved to our Times, are thofe of Lead. 
There are but few of thefe remainiag: Our Author 
has feen fome of them of Antoninus and another Em- 
peror. The Colour of the Lead they are made of, 
is different from that of the Lead now ufed, and is 
a dirty whitith. They are at beft but contemptible 
Things: However, they have not been exempt from 
the Artifice of fome Forgers in thefe latter Ages, 
who have condefcended to counterfeit them. 

Lajftly, There are among Medals feveral Pieces 
which are found to be Antiques in one Sort of Metal, 
or in one Size, and yet none of the like are to be 
found in other Series of different Metals and Sizes. 
Ie muft not be from hence imagined, that becaufe 
we have not as yet difcovered them, we fhall never 
find any Antiques of thofe Sorts. There is no 
doubt, but that when Medals were ftruck for an 
Emperor, or for fome Perfon of his Family, they 
were ftruck in all the three Metals, of Gold, Sil- 
ver, and Brafs, and likewife of different Sizes ; 
tho’ even to this Time, there are fome Series, in 
which feveral Heads are wanting. ——The Earth 
hath not yet given up all its medalic Treafure, which 
the Ruins of fo many Ages have lodged within her 
Bowels, About twenty Years ago the dunia Fau- 

ftina of Silver, which was luckily found by M. 
Laine, was not fo much as known. The Orbiana 
of Gold is hardly known as yet, and M. Vaillane 
hath afferted, that there was no fuch thing: Yet 
fome time fince a fair one was difcovered, and is 
now in the King of France’s Cabinet. And our 
Author himfelf had the good Fortune two Years a- 
go, in Normandy, to find a noble Medallion in 
Brafs of the Emperor Adrian, upon the Reverfe of 

F 2 which, 
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which is COS. II]. with the She-Wolf and thetwo 
Children, This Piece had been ever before un- 
known. A little while ago he likewife found a 
Medal ftill more fingular, viz. An Alexander Se- 
verus of great Brafs, with a Reverfe, the Legend 
of which is Porestas Perpetua, with the Fi- 
gure of Security in a fitting Pofture. The Medal, 
tho” wnique, is not at all to be queftioned. Abbe de 
Rothelin has found alfo two Silver Medals of the 
fame Prince, with the Legend Preras Mititum: 
Ufually reprefented by the Figure of a Woman hold- 
ing one or two military Enfigns. 

Thefe Medals, as well as a good many others, 
which might be quoted, will not in all Probability - 
long remain the only ones of their Stamp: — And 
tho’ we have not yet feen a Pefcennius, the Gordi- 
ans of Africa, a Maximus, or a Paulina, 8c. in 
Gold, it is not impoffible but we may difcover fome 
hereafter. 


ARTIC LB: ¥. 


ry HE Reverend Dr. Doppripce, of North- 

ampton, has lately publifhed the fecond 
Volume of his Famity Exposrror: t+ A Work 
which has been received with Approbation by good 
Judges of all Denominations ; as indeed the learned 
Author himfelf bears the excellent Character of a 
Chriftian, a Scholar, and a Gentleman among all 
-Parties. 


f It is, as the former Volume, in Quarto; confifting of 656 
Pages, befide Appendages. Printed by Yokn Wilfon; and fold 
by Richard Hett in the Poultry: Where may be had the precede- 
ing Part of this Work ; an Account of which was inferted 
‘n the Months of Fune and Ofober, 1739. 


As 
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As the Publication of this Volume has been de- 
ferred far beyond his own Expectation and that of 
his Friends, the Doétor has introduced it with an 
Apology on that Score. Omitting a Variety of 
Circumftances which have occurred to occafion the 
Delay, and which it would be tedious to enume- 
rate, he explicitly affigns only the two following 
Caufes thereof: Fix/t, the unufual Severity of the 
Winter of 1739, which laid a kind of Embargo 
onthe Prefs: Secondly, The !arge Addition which 
he has made in this Portion of the Work, to what 
was at firft prepared and promifed. This is an Ex- 
cufe which his Subfcribers muft even thankfully ad- 
mit of, when they find that inftead of an hundred 
Sheets, which was all he ftood engaged for, he has 
here prefented them with fifty-eight above that 
Number. 

On the Mention of this he thinks himfelf obliged 
to renew his Thanks to thofe, who, by honouring 
him with their Names and Encouragement on this 
Occafion, have enabled him to publifh the Work 
with fuch Improvements; and fhall think himfelf 
happy, if thofe Improvements, however laborious 
and expenfive to him, may render it more accepta- 
ble and ufeful to them. 

The Tables prefixed to the fir/ft Volume are con- 
cluded in this ¢, and reprefent the Difpofition of the 
Harmony in fo clear a View, that by comparing 
them together, ic cannot be difficult to find any 
particular Text. But in Compliance with the De- 
fire of fome of the Subfcribers, another Table is 
added at the End of this Volume, of the fame kind 
with that in Mr. Bonnel’s Harmony, which at once 
dire€ts, both to the Seétion and Page, where any 
Verfe may prefently be found. 


+ Thefe Tables are mentioned at the Clole of the firft Arti- 
cle upon this Work, in Fune 1739. 
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Our Author cannot pretend fo much as to conjec- 
ture, when the Remainder of this Undertaking will 
be compleated , but he proceeds in it, as faft as his 
Health and other Affairs will permit. In the mean 
time he now informsus, that he has, by the Advice 
of fome judicious Friends, deferred the Index, and 
fome other Things which he intended to have 
thrown into an Appendix here, till he has finifhed 
what he has prepared on the 4és ; that fo they may 
ftand, as they very properly will, at the End of 
the hiftorical Books of the New Teftament. 

How far the Subfcribers to thefe Volumes may 
think it proper to encourage what the Doctor further 
defigns, muft be referred to themfelves. In the mean- 
time, as that muft be exceeding precarious, which 
depends on the Continuance of one Man’s Life and 
Health, he defires here to take Leave of his Friends, 
at leaft for the prefent, with fuch a ferious Addrefs, 
as may be the moft fubftantial Expreffion of his fin- 
cere Gratitude and Refpect. 

‘¢ |] fhould have thought, fays he, my honoured 
«¢ Friends, that I had made you a very unworthy 
< Return, for this publick Token of your Regard 
«< to me, if I had offered you merely an Amu/fement, 
«¢ tho’ ever fo critical and polite. It had been much 
“¢ better, on both Sides, that the whole fhould never 
‘¢ have been undertaken or perufed, than that thefe 
“© divine Authors fhould be treated like a fort of 
< prophane Clafficks; or that the facred and mo- 
*¢ mentous Tranfactions they relate, fhould be han- 
€< dled and read, like an invented Tale, or a com- 
‘© mon Hiftory. J have often reminded my/élf of 
*¢ it, and permit me now, Sirs, jolemnly to re- 
*¢ mind you, that thefe are the Memoirs of the holy 
JESUS, the Saviour of finful Men, whom to 
© know is Life eternal, and whom to neglect is e- 
* verlafting Deftruétion. We have here the authen- 
“© tick Records of that Gofpel, which was intended 

we as 
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<< as the great Medicine for our Souls; of that Cha- 

vaéter, which is our Pattern; of that Death, 

which is our Ranfom ; of him, in fhort, whofe 
Name we bear, as we are profeffed Chriftians, 

and before whofe Tribunal we are all fhortly to 
appear, that our eternal Exiftence may be deter- 
mined, blifsful, or miferable, according to our 
Regard to what he has taught, and done, and 
endured. Let not the greateft therefore think it be- 
neath their Notice ; or the meaneft imagine, that 
amidft all the moft neceffary Cares and Labours, 

they can find any Excufe for neglecting, or even 

for poftponing it. 

<¢ Had I not been fully convinced of the Certain- 
ty and J/mportance of Chriftianity, I fhould not 

have determined to devote my whole Life to its 
Service ; (for onthe Principles of Natural Reli- 
gion, I know the Soul to be immortal, and fhould 
expect nothing but its Ruin in the Ways of the 
moft fanétified Fraud:) But as I am thus con- 
vinced, I muft make it my humble Requeft to e- 
very one that enters on the Perufal of thefe Vo- 
lumes, that they may, for a little while at leaft, 
be the Employment of his retired Hours, and 
that as he proceeds from one Seétion to another, 
he would paufe and reflect, Whofe Words do I 
hear? Whofe Aétions dol furvey ? Whofe Suf- 
ferings do I contemplate? Andas all muft know, 
they are the Words, the Actions, and the Suf. 
ferings of JESUS the Son of GOD, our fu- 
preme Lord, and our final Judge, let it be far.. 
ther, and very ferioufly inquired, in what Degree 
the obvious and confeffed Defign of the glorious 
Gofpel has been practically regarded and com- 
plied with: Can J in my Heart think, that I am 
a Difciple, whom fuch a Mafter will approve, and 
whom he will chufe for bis Attendant in that 
“ World of Glory to which he is now gone? Let the 
F 4 ‘¢ Plain- 











72 ‘The Works of the LEARNED. Art. 5. 


€ 
a 


* 


g¢ 





Plainnefs of this Advice be forgiven; for fuch 
is the Temper and Conduct of moft who call 
themfelves Chriftians, that, if this Religion be 
true, their cold and unaffecting Knowledge of 
the Hiftory of Chrift, and of the Purpofes 
of his Appearance, will only ferve to furnith 
Matter for Self-accufation and Remorfe: And 
he is at beft but a learnedand polite Infidel, 
who would not rather be the Inftrument of con- 
duéting the loweft Creature, capable of reading 
or hearing thefe Lines, to the faving Knowledge 
of a crucified Redeemer, than fill the moft re- 
fined Nation with his own Applaufe, while the 
Grace of the Saviour is forgotten, or his Service 
neglected. 

«¢ Thave yet one further Requeft to add, to thofe 
of my Readers, whoare the Heads of Families, 
which is, that they would pleafe to remember 
the Title of the Work, and confider it as chiefly 
intended, in its moft effential Parts, for a Fami- 
ly Expofitor. 1 heartily rejoice in the Reafon 
which I| have to hope, that, ‘low as our religious 
Character is fallen in thefe degenerate Days, Acts 
of domeftic Worfhip are yet performed by Mul- 
titudes of Chriftians of various Denominations : 
Yet I cannot but fear, that che Scriptures are not 
fo conftantly read at fuch Seafons, as they for- 
merly were; an Omiffion, which muft be to 
the great Detriment both of Children and Ser- 
vants. One would think that thofe who believe 
the divine Authority of Scripture, and its infinite 
Importance, fhould be eafily prevailed upon to 
reftore this ufeful Exercife, at Jeaft for one Part 
of the Day ; and I would hope that what I here 
offer them, may render it more agreeable and 
ufeful.—— 

“ Tconclude with my hearty Prayers, that weak 
and imperfect as thefe Labours are, the divine 
“¢ Bleffiag 
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«¢ Blefling may every-where and always attend 
<< them, and that it may reft on all who have pa- 
<< cronized them, and on all who fhall perufe them! 
“ may every Prejudice againft the Truth of Chri- 
«¢ ftianity, or againft its Power, be vanquifhed ! 
«© May the moft infenfible Mind be awakened to 
«¢ attend to Religion, and may the Weak and Lan- 
‘«< guifhing be animated to prefs on to greater At- 
«© cainments in it! And may thofe, who are 
«¢ yet but Babes in Knowledge, through the divine 
<¢ Bleffing grow by that fincere Milk of the Word, 
«¢ which is here prefented, as I truft, in its genuine 
«¢ Simplicity! In a word, may many Perfons, Fa- 
«¢ milies, and larger Societies receive devout Plea- 
«¢ fure, and folid lafting Improvement; that the 
«¢ great GOD, of whom and through whom are 
<¢ gil things, may in all be glorified, through Fefus 
«< Chrift our Lord, who in all the facred Volumes, 
«¢ and efpecially here, is the Alpha and Omega, 
«¢ the Beginning and the End, the Firft and the 
« Laft, to whom be everlafting Honour, Love, 
«¢ and Obedience! men. 
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ARTICLE VI. 


Accounts of Literature from the Northern 
Parts of Europe. 


PETERSBURGH. 


I. Qn HERE has been publifhed here fome 

time ago Experimentorum Phyficorum brevis 
Defcriptio. The Author is M. Krafft, who has 
likewife written, in the German Tongue, an Jntro- 
duttion to Speculative Geometry. 

II. The Oration of the States of the Ra/ian Em- 
pire to their late Soveraign, on Occafion of the 
Peace with the Zurks, has been tranflated, and 
printed here in Latin, French, and High Dutch. 

IfI. There ts alfo come out a Catalogue of the 
Library belonging to the Academy of Sciences 
eftablifhed here. The Members affemble regularly 
on Mondays and Fridays. M. Chriftophle Tude- 
mann is their prefent Secretary, and has under him 
proper Officers, who affift him, in regulating the 
Bufinefs of this Chancery, as we may ftile it, of the 
Republic of Letters, that is entrufted to his Care. 
In thefe Archives of Literature are depofited thofe 
Pieces which are read at their Meetings, as well as 
the Letters and Memoirs that are addreffed to the 
Society. 

IV. Our Geographers are at work on a great 
Number of Maps and Charts, not only of the fe- 
veral Provinces, but of the Seas and Coafts of this 
vaft Empire. 


STOCKHOLM. 


I. Particular Care has been taken, in framing the 
‘Statutes of the Academy of Sciences founded in this 
Capital, 
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Capital, to conform them to the Genius of the 
Country, and the Nature of our Conftitution ; 
without neglecting however any Improvements that 
may be derived from foreign Inftitutions. Among 
our Singularities we may reckon thefe I am about to 
mention. 

Firft, The Number of Members is not fixed: 
Being unwilling to fubject ourfelves to the difagree- 
able Neceffity of excluding Merit at any time here- 
after. 

But, on the other hand, Secondly, Wedo not re- 
gard ourfelves as under an Obligation, of retain- 
ing fuch Members as owe their Admiffion to a pre- 
cipitate Choice, and whom we find on Experience 
to be ufelefs. It isintended there fhall be a general! 
Review of our Tranfaétions every two Years, when 
thofe Perfons belonging to us fhall be difmiffed, 
who have contributed nothing during that Space to 
the Advantage of the Academy ; that is, whohave 
not produced fome one Piece, on one or other of 
thofe Subjects which it is defigned to cultivate. A 
fingle Article, if they either will not, or cannot pro- 
duce any more, fhall be fufficient to prevent their 
Expulfion ; but fomething of the aforefaid Nature 
will be indifpenfably required, under the Penalty of 
being expelled, and expofed by fuch Exclufion to 
the Contempt of the Publick. We flatter ourfelves, 
that thefe Meaftires will ferve to obviate the Need 
of Penfions, which anew Eftablifhment, as ours is, 
cannot pretend to furnifh, feeing it has no other 
Support than the Generofity of particular Benefac- 
tors. In the mean time the Academy does not fail 


to encourage by its Elogies, thofe who diftinguifh . 


themfelves by their Application or Capacity. 
Thirdly, We confine our Refearches to thofe Sci- 
ences, which are of the greateft and moft vifible 
Service in Life: For Inftance, the Mathematicks, 
and its Dependants, fuch as Phyfic, Chymiftry, 
) Botany, 
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Botany, and the like. Antiquities, Juris-pru- 
dence, Poetry, and Philofophy (fuch I mean as is 
purely f{peculative) are entirely difregarded, It was 
once propofed to have employed ourfelves in po- 
lifhing the Swedifh Language, and giving it the 
utmoft Perfection of which it is capable; but the 
Projeét, tho’ excellent in itfelf, was rejected ; and 
the Care of this Work referved to another Society, 
which is to be formed for that very Purpofe. 

Hitherto our Aétshave been publifhed Quarterly, 
which is oftener than our firft Engagement requires, 
having promifed them twice a Year only ; to which 
Appointment it is thought proper we fhould con- 
form hereafter. 

It is defigned to print our Statutes, when they 
have had the Sanétion of the Royal Approbation 
and Authority ; which in all Probability will be 
very {peedily. 

There is one Remark which it may be fit to make 
here, with refpect to the Subjects of our Tran{- 
actions: And that is, that feveral of them are of 
{mall Importance in themfelves, and can hardly ap- 
pear otherways than trifling to Strangers, who may 
happen to become acquainted with our Memoirs, 
either by Tranflations or Extraéts made of them. 
But for this feeming Infignificancy, it may be a fuf- 
ficient Apology to alledge, that we have principal- 
ly in View the Benefit of our own Nation; and that 
this Condefcenfion to the Capacities of a People, 
who have yet made but very modgrate Advances in 
Knowledge, is by no means improper in a free 
Country, as our’s is; nor with Refpe& to the par- 
ticular View of our Inftitution. We are rather 
perfuaded, the prefent Courfe tends, above any o- 
ther, to render a Tafte not only of the Sciences, 
but of the polite Arts more general, in a Place, 
where that of Arms has hitherto prevailed, through 
the perpetual Occafions we havehad of ufing pee 

c 
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We may here mention another Academy, which 
has fubfifted in this Metropolis for fome Years, viz. 
That of Painting and Sculpture. This owes its 
Foundation to the Count de Tefin. Such young 
Gentlemen as would be qualified for Defigning at- 
ter Nature, may exercife their Hands here four 
Times a Week. There are alfo annual Prizes, of 
Medals, for the Encouragement of thofe who di- 
ftinguifh themfelves by the moft curious Pieces. 
As yet indeed it can be confidered only as an Aca- 
demy of Scholars, but it may in time fupply the 
Publick with Proficients of a fuperior Charaéter, 
and perhaps very erninent Mafters. At leaft we ho 
in a little while to produce fufficient Proofs of theU{e- 
fulnefs of this Eftablifhment. Painting, as well as 
Sculpture, had been too much neglected in Sweden, 
till a War of thirty Years procured us a Variety of 
Pictures, proper to form our Gout, and infpire us 
with a Relifh for that elegant Art. It was affidu- 
oufly cultivated ynder the Reign of Queen Cuaez- 
STIANA, and afterwards in that of CHaRLes XI. 
who was a great Connoifeur inthis Way: And we 
may hope to fee it and its Sifter-Arts revive and 
flourifh among us, in as great a Degree as elfe- 
where, in Proportion to the Progrefs which the 
Sciences feem to make every Day in our Northern 
Regions. 


DABO. 


On the 14th of Faly, 1740, was celebrated the 
Jubilee of the Foundation of our Univerfity, efta- 
blithed juft a Century before, by Queen Chriffiana, 
who referved the Chancellorfhip of it in her own 
Hands, for the firft fix Years. Since that Time 
this Dignity has been fucceffively vefted in Perfons 
of the higheft Rank, 
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COPENHAGEN. 


Mr. Albert Thura has given us a Supplement to 
his Literary Hiftory of the Danes. It contains an 
Account of fuch of that Nation as have tranflated 
into their Language, or commented upon, the an- 
cient Greek or Latin Authors, 

Mr. Moellmann has publifhed, in the Form of 
Thefes, Obfervations on divers Articles of the Sax- 
on Law, extracted from the Dani/h Antiquities. 


VIENNA. 


There appears here a Volume in Quarto, De an- 
tiquis. Marmoribus, by Mr. Blaife Caryophilus. This 
Author has with abundance of Erudition acquaint- 
ed us with the different Kinds of Marble, known 
and ufed by the Ancients; as that of Greece, that 
of Egypt, and the Neighbouring Countries, &&c. 
To this Work he has annexed four Differtations, 
wherein feveral Things are handled, which have a 
Refpeé&t to his principal Subject: Such as, the 
Manner of Working in the Quarries; the Way of 
tranfporting or conveying the Stones from Place to 
Place ; the Method of erecting or raifing mafly 
Columns; with a Difcourfe on Sculpture, and the 
Privileges of thofe who exercifed that curious Art, 


NUREMBERG. 


They have printed here the Life of the celebrated 
Philip Camerarius, by Mr. Schelborn, who has com- 
piled it partly from fome Memoirs of that great 
Man, written with his own Hand, and kindly com- 
municgted to our Author by Mr. Ebner @’E/chen- 
back, Counfellor to his late Imperial Majefty, and 
one of the principal and moft illuftrious Magiftrates 
of this City. 

THE 








